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Tribute  to  deceased  friends. 


Ill  submitting  to  t'le  general  meeting,  a  brief  report  of  tlie  proceedings  of 
this  Society  during  the  year,  it  becomes  a  painful  duty  to  recc)rd  the  decease, 
since  the  last  anniversary,  of  several  of  its  faithful  friends  and  benefactors. 

Among  these,  though  not  officially  connected  with  the  Society,  is  the  Hon. 
John  M.  Clayton,  of  Delaware,  who  long  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  Republic 
of  Liberia,  and  while  Secretary  of  State  prosecuted  measures  under  authority 
of  the  President  (General  Taylor,)  to  ascertain  its  condition,  character  and 
resources,  and  make  them  publicly  known.  No  eulogiums  recently  pro- 
nounced, in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  (the  chief  scene  of  his  labors,) 
on  the  character  of  this  eminent  statesman,  have  transcended  the  tribute  justly 
due  to  his  private  and  public  worth. 

That  eminent  banker  and  philanthropist,  Samuel  Gurney,  of  London,  a 
Vice  President  of  this  Society,  the  amount  of  whose  annual  charities  have 
seldom  been  equalled,  and  to  whom  the  Government  of  Liberia  is  largely  in. 
debted  for  aid  in  obtaining  possession  of  Gallinas,  has  finished  his  useful  life 
on  earth,  and  his  remains  repose  near  those  of  his  celebrated  sister,  Mrs. 
Fry,  of  whose  spirit  he  partook,  and  whose  reward  he  doubtless  shares. 

Nor  should  the  names  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bond,  D.  D.,  long  the  editor  of  the 
Christian  Jldvocate.,  and  of  the  Rev.  Asa  Cummings,  D.  D.,  for  thirty  years 
conductor  of  the  Christian  Mirror,  of  Portland,  Maine,  be  omitted,  since  both 
able  and  fearless  in  the  cause  of  truth,  stood  ready  at  all  times,  through  the 
press,  to  defend  the  benevolent  and  practical  viev/s  of  this  Society. 

Almost,  immediately  after  the  announcement  in  the  last  report  of  the  gener- 
ous subscription  in  the  State  of  Maine,  (which  had  then  reached  nearly  half 
the  amount  required)  to  obtain  a  ship  for  the  Society,  and  of  a  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  friends  of  the  object  there  on  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  to  go  forward,  in  full  reliance  upon  the  liberality  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  that  State,  and  build  the  ship  ;  the  President  of  tiie  Society  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  county,  Md.,  proposing  to 
give  a  ship  costing  from  $35,000  to  $36,000  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society.  The  m.eans  and  influence  by  which  this  great  gift  was  secured  to 
this  Society  may  be  most  briefly  and  accurately  described  in  the  language  of 
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the  last  annual  '-eport  of  the  Massachusetts  Society :  "  He  (Mr.  Stevens,)  had 
aheaily  corresponded  willi  Dr.  Hall,  General  Agent  of  the  Maryland  Societj'-, 
concerning  another  Liberia  packet,  to  be  owned  and  sailed  like  the  former,  by 
the  Chesapeake  and  Liberia  Trading  Company.  Jan.  2,  1856,  before  the 
resolution  of  the  Maine  Committee,  of  December  28,  was  known,  Mr.  La- 
trobe,  President  of  the  Parent  Society,  wrote  to  him  on  the  desirableness  of  a 
ehip  to  be  owned  by  the  Society,  and  of  his  assistance  in  procuring  it.  Mr. 
Stevens  replied,  January  23,  that  he  had  nearly  determined  to  furnish  the 
^35,000  supposed  to  be  necessary,  and  "  an  additional  thousand  dollars  would 
make  no  ditrerence,"if  it  should  be  wanted  ;  but  having  been  informed  of  the 
prospects  in  Maine,  he  deferred  his  decision  until  they  could  have  an  inter- 
view. February  4,  Mr.  Latrobe  wrote  again,  informmg  him  of  serious  dif- 
ficulties still  in  the  way  of  the  seasonable  execution  of  the  Maine  enterprise. 
Mr.  Stevens  replied  February  12,  offering  to  give  the  whole  !t,36,000  ;  and  to 
make  all  safe  in  case  of  his  death,  he  proposed  at  once  to  transfer  certain 
securities,  which  he  described,  amounting  to  §34,828,  and  to  advance  the  rest 
in  cash  ;  the  funds  and  the  ship,  when  built,  to  be  held  by  trustees,  for  the 
use  of  the  Society,  and  to  be  liable  for  no  debts,  except  those  growing  out  of 
its  preservation  and  employment.  The  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks  by  the 
Executive  Committee.  Mr.  Latrobe,  President  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Whittlesey, 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  Dr.  Hall,  a  Director  for  Life,  who 
had  been  approved  by  Mr.  Stevens,  were  appointed  trustees  ;  an  assignment 
was  drawn  up  and  sent  to  Mr.  Stevens,  and  was  returned  with  his  signature, 
and  a  check  for  the  balance  in  a  letter  dated  March  I.  The  letter  was  written 
by  an  amanuensis,  except  the  last  sentence  of  a  postscript  dated  March  8. 
The  gentleman  who  brought  it  stated  that  the  life  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  hanging 
by  a  thread.  April  4,  Mr.  Latrobe  was  informed  of  his  death.  As  he  per- 
ceived his  end  a|)proaching,  he  repeatedly  expressed  his  jcy  that  he  had  been 
allowed  to  live  to  finish  this  work."  Without  delay,  the  trustees  decided  upon 
the  size  and  model  of  the  ship,  and  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Abrahams  and 
Ashcraft  fo>-  her  construction  was  signed  on  the  18th  of  April.  As  it  was  as- 
certained that  to  fit  her  with  such  extra  conveniences  and  accommodations  as 
might  best  suit  her  to  the  purpose  of  a  permanent  emigrant  sliip,  some  eight  or 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  sum  given  by  Mr.  Stevens  would  be  re- 
quired, the  Maryland  Colonization  Society  made  the  generous  loan  of  some 
eight  thousand  dollars,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  the  conveyance  of  emigrants 
from  Maryland  to  the  independent  colony  founded  by  that  State  at  Caps  Pal- 
mas.  With  his  accustomed  liberality,  F.  W.  Brune,  E.-q.,  of  Baltimore, 
furnished  two  large  iron  water  tanks  capable  of  containing  a  full  supply  of 
water  for  emigrants  on  the  voyage,  at  an  expense  of  $12U0,  while  Thomas 
Wilson,  Esq.,  of  the  same  city,  tendered  whatever  amount  might  be  required 
to  supply  the  cabin  with  a  select  and  appropriate  library. 

This  ship  is  of  the  capacity  of  713  tons  ;  her  between  decks  have  a  height 
of  seven  feet,  with  all  arrangements  made  in  the  best  manner,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  emi- 
grants ;  her  lower  hold  is  for  supplies  and  cargo,  while  hn-  cabin,  42  feet  long, 
is  capable  of  accommodating  IG  j>ussengers,  and  furnished  in  a  style  to  com- 
pare well  with  that  of  the  finest  European  passenger  ships.  The  completion 
of  this  noble   vessel  was   appropriately  celebrated  in   Baltimore  on  the  25th  of 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN   COLONIZATION  SOCIETY.  ^ 

Celelii-Jitioii  of  the  gill. — Receptacles. 

November,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  State  Colo- 
nization Society,  who  in  the  spirit  of  the  illustrious  founders  of  their  institu- 
tion, invited  many  friends  of  African  Colonization  from  different  cities  and 
States  to  meet,  view  the  ship,  exchanofe  congratulations,  and  partake  of  their 
hospitalities.  The  occasion  awoke  recollections  of  many  venerated  but  de- 
parted benefactors  of  the  enterprise  ;  of  the  large  honors  due  to  Maryland  for 
her  early  and  generous  appropriations  to  the  cause  ;  the  favor  of  Providence 
towards  it  was  devoutly  acknowledged,  and  animated  by  memories  of  the  past, 
and  the  vast  prospect,  of  good  spreading  out  before  them,  all  stood  ready  to 
renew  and  increase  their  endeavors  with  loftier  courage  and  better  hopes. 

Thoush  cheered  by  so  large  and  valuable  a  gift,  the  committee  failed  not 
v/hen  first  informed  of  the  munificent  purpose  of  Mr.  Stevens,  to  communicate' 
the  fact  to  their  friends  in  Maine,  and  earnestly  suggest,  that  if  in  view  of  this 
liable  act  of  liberality,  they  should  think  best  to  suspend  their  operations  in 
regard  to  the  ship,  they  would  still  pay  over  the  subscriptions  already  made 
to  the  Society  for  its  general  purposes,  yet  to  be  held  as  a  fund  in  trust,  until 
such  time  as  the  Maine  Society  should  be  pleased  to  apply  the  amount  of 
these  subscriptions  to  the  building  of  a  ship  for  the  Society,  or  designate  some 
particular  object,  in  connexion  with  the  cause,  to  which  it  should  be  applied. 
The  Managers  of  the  Maine  Society,  having  alluded  to  the  possible  influence 
which  the  generous  subscriptions  of  individuals  in  that  State  may  have  ex- 
erted upon  tliatj  munificent  son  of  Maryland,  who  nobly  furnished  the  whole 
amount  required  for  building  that  ship,  add,  "  But  while  the  original  project 
has  been  thus  suspended,  it  is  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day,  when  the  wants  of 
the  Society  and  the  growing  trade  of  the  young  nation  shall  demand  other  ves- 
sels for  constant  use,  a  similar  call  will  be  as  favorably  met,  and  those  whom  God 
shall  have  prospered  will  gladly  go  beyond  their  former  liberality  of  pur- 
pose." 

The  report  on  emigration  of  the  standing  committee,  on  that  subject,  sub- 
mitted and  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  last  annual  meeting, 
recommended  special  care  in  the  selection  of  emigrants  and  in  the  provision 
for  their  health  and  comfort  during  the  voyage  and  after  their  arrival;  as  also 
the  adoption  of  measures  for  such  various  improvements  in  Liberia  as  might 
render  it  an  inviting  home  to  our  free  colored  population.  Subsequently,  at 
the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  the  4th  of  March,  an  able  pajier  on 
the  subject,  was  presented  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  the  Reverend 
Joseph  Tracy,  and  it  was  declared  "  that  all  practicable  plans  for  comforta- 
ble residences  for  emigrants,  and  the  opening  of  roads  and  improvements,  and 
settlement  of  the  interior,  deserve  immediate  consideration."  The  committee 
proceeded  at  once  to  carry  into  effect  the  Views  of  the  Board.  It  was  resolved 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  departure  of  an  expedition  on  the  first  of  June, 
to  contract  for  two  Burnetized  Recej)tacics,  to  be  ready  for  shipment  on  the 
wharf  of  Boston  at  that  time,  and  to  appoint  the  Rev.  John  Seys,  who  had 
resided,  as  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Mission,  several  years  in  Liberia, 
a  special  agent  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition,  to  guard  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  emigrants,  and  subsequently  to  visit  and  carefully  examine  tiie 
higher  eastern  borders  of  Liberia  and  the  adjacent  country,  select  a  site  and 
make  preparations  to  receive  the  company  chosen,  and  expected  to  sail  in  the 
autumn,  for  the   interior  settlement.     The   Financial  Secretary  especially  en- 
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trusted  with  the  execution  of  these  important  measures,  wrote  immediately  to 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracj-,  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society, 
requesting  him  to  make  a  contract  for  the  tv/o  Receptacles.  Mr.  Tracy  re- 
ceived this  request  on  the  11th  of  March,  and  aided  by  an  efficient  committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  at  once  commenced  the  work.  It  had  been  de- 
cided, that  by  sending  out  the  frames  and  other  wooden  materials  for  these 
buildings,  and  they,  in  great  part,  prepared  by  machinery,  the  cost  would  be 
less  than  that  of  building  them  of  materials  to  be  found  m  Liberia,  and  "  by 
Burnetizing  them,  that  is,  steeping  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc  the  part  most 
liable  to  decay,"  their  durability  might,  in  a  considerable  degree,  be  increased. 
The  dimensions  and  general  idea  of  these  buildings  having  been  communicated 
to  Mr.  Tracy,  "  the  specifications  and  drawings  were  generously  furnished 
without  charge  by  Isaiah  B.  Young,  architect,  and  Messrs.  Flint  and  Kent, 
contracted  to  furnish  the  buildings,  ready  framed,  with  the  joiner's  and 
glazier's  work  all  done,  and  to  place  them  on  the  wharf  ready  for  shipment  for 
$G,GOO.  The  freight  on  these  Receptacles  cost  ^4,000,  and  the  erection  §1,400, 
making  the  entire  expense  of  both  $12,000." 

"  Each  of  these  buildings,"  says  the  last  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Colo- 
nization Society,  "  is  96  feet  long,  36 feet  wide,  and  two  stories  high.  Through 
the  centre  of  each  story,  from  end  to  end,  runs  a  hall  8  feet  wide,  and  another 
from  front  to  rear  6  feet  wide.  In  the  second  story,  at  each  end  of  each  hall,  is 
a  balcony  of  the  same  v.adth,  over  the  door  below.  On  the  lower  floor,  from 
the  transverse  hall  to  one  end,  is  a  dining  room,  40  feet  by  14,  a  stairway 
leadii^g  to  the  second  story,  and  under  the  stairway  a  large  closet,  for  table 
furniture  and  the  like,  connected  with  the  dining  room.  The  remaining  three- 
fourths  of  the  story  is  divided  into  nine  rooms,  eacli  14  feet  by  15,  and  9  feet 
high.  Each  room  lias  two  windows,  and  a  door  opening  into  the  central  hall. 
The  dining  room  and  three  other  corner  rooms  have  each  an  additional  win- 
dow looking  out  at  the  end  of  .the  building.  Narrow  windows,  one  at  each 
side  of  each  outer  door,  light  the  halls.  The  second  story  has  twelve  rooms, 
each  14  feet  by  15 — except  that  space  for  the  stairway  is  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  rooms — and  8  feet  high.  The  windows  and  doors  of  tliese  rooms  are  as 
in  the  second  story  ;  the  doors  at  the  ends  of  the  halls  opening  into  the  bal- 
conies with  side-lights  to  light  the  halls.  i  he  roof  projects  about  six  feet  at 
the  slides  and  ends,  wjiich,  in  that  latitude,  is  sutncient  to  prevent  the  direct  en- 
trance of  the  rays  of  liie  sun,  at  noon,  at  any  of  the  windows,  except  slightly 
for  a  tew  weeks  before  and  after  the  winter -solstice.  With  a  pavement  or 
planking  below,  the  projecting  roofs  form  a  piazza  surrounding  the  whole 
house.  Each  is  to  be  placed  on  a  foundation  of  stone  or  brick  rising  two  feet 
above  the  surfoce  of  the  ground.  The  cooking  will  be  done,  as  is  usual  in 
warm  climates,  in  detached  kitchens,  of  cheap  construction." 

The  New  York  Colonization  Society  declared,  through  their  Secretary,  the 
Rev.  J.  E.  Pinney,  their  unanimous  vote  to  appropriate  §5,000  towards  the 
Receptacles,  while  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  expressed,  through  their 
societies,  a  readiness  to  co-operate  in  the  work;  the  former  by  an  advance 
during  the  year,  on  certain  conditions,  of  §2,000,  and  the  latter  by  the  pay- 
ment of  §1,500. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  last  annual  meeting,  expressed  by  resolu- 
tion the  opinion  that  the  most  cogent  reasons  existed  why  the  several  State 
societies  and  all  the  friends  of  the  cause  should  unite  their  best  efforts  greatly 
to  increase  the  income  of  this  Society,  and  in  accordance  with  this  resolution 
tiie  Executive  Committee,  at  their  meeting,  on  the  7th  of  March,  declared 
themselves  deeply   impressed  witli  the  importance  of  obtaining,  during  the 
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present  year,  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and,  if  possible,  much  more, 
it  being  evident  to  the  committee  that  more  than  the  above  sum  could  be  ex- 
pended during  the  time  specified  v/ith  immediate  and  vast  advantage  to  Liberia 
and  the  cause  of  African  colonization  ;  and  the  secretaries  were  instructed  to 
make  every  possible  effort  to  secure  the  amount  specified  as  required,  and  to 
obtain  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  several  Stale  societies.  These  views 
of  tiie  committee  were  published  in  the  African  Repository  for  April,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  State  societies  earnestly  invited  by  letters.  I'he  New 
York  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting,  on  the  6ih  of  i\Iay,  voted  unanimously, 
that  in  pledging  to  the  Parent  Institution  the  sum  of  $5,000  it  had  been  moved 
by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  measure  recommended  by  the 
Directors  and  adopted  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  Society 
might  well  congratulate  tliemselves  on  the  general  harmony  of  opinion  preva- 
lent among  the  several  State  societies,  and  the  increasing  zeal  and  liberality 
expressed  by  those  interested  in  the  enterprise  throughout  the  Union.  Hav- 
ing stated  that  the  appeal  from  Washington  is  for  $100,000,  they  add  in  con- 
cluding their  report,  "  so  far  as  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  State 
Colonization  Society,  and  the  society  they  represent,  can  aid  in  securing  the 
adequate  income,  they  have  not  hesitated  to  pledge  that  aid."  Very  friendly 
sentiments  v^ere  expressed  by  other  State  societies,  and  we  are  happy  to  ac- 
knowledge such  a  measure  of  co-operation  as  should  inspire  hopes  for  the 
future  of  still  more  general,  constant,  and  efficient  support  to  the  cause. 

The  appointment  of  the  P^ev.  John  Orcutt,  as  Traveling  Secretary  of  this 
Society,  left  no  agency  in  Connecticut  where  his  services  for  several  years  had 
been  very  successful,  and  on  the  ]lth  of  June  the  Rev.  \Vm.  Warren,  a  gen- 
tleman highly  recommended  by  his  predecessor  and  others,  was  invited  to  ac- 
cept the  agency  for  that  State. 

At  the  same  tim.e  the  Rev.  James  C.  Finley,  son  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Fin- 
ley,  whose  name  is  identified  with  the  organization  of  the  Society,  accepted  a 
commission  of  agency, for  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Both  of  the 
gentlemen  have  accepted  their  appointments,  and  engaged  earnestly  in  their  la- 
bors, and  with  fair  promise  of  success. 

A  field  of  great  usefulness  is  opening  before  this  Society,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Bryant,  of  the  iVIethodist  Church,  a 
gentleman  well  qualified  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause,  has  accepted 
an  agency  for  that  State. 

The  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth,  D.  D.,  has  occupied  some  part  of  his  time  during 
the  year  in  labors  for  the  Society  in  Delaware  and  tlie  District  of  Columbia. 

In  Ohio,  John  C.  Stockton,  Esq.,  in  the  eastern,  and  the  Rev.  B.  0. 
Plimpton,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  State,  have  continued  to  press  the 
claims  and  make  collections  for  the  Society. 

In  iVlaine  and  Rhode  Island,  with  an  occasional  visit  to  New  Hampshire, 
the  labors  of  a  long  tried  and  faithful  agent  of  the  Society,  Capt.  George  Bar- 
ker, have  been  uninterrupted  and  attended  with  a  good  degree  of  success. 

The  B.ev.  J.  S.  Bacon,  D.  D.,  visited,  during  the  last  and  the  early  part  of 
the  present  year,  several  of  the  southwestern  States,  and  availed  himself  of 
many  opportunities,  public  and  private,  to  explain  the  views  and  invite  aid  to 
the  Society.  Through  his  earnest  endeavors  the  subject  was  brouglit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  many  members  of  which  expressed 
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their  deep  interest  in  the  cause  and  their  readiness  to  vote  for  an  appropriation 
for  its  aid.  Something  was  gained  by  the  discussion  which  arose,  and  reason- 
able grounds  to  hope  for  flivorable  future  action.  In  Milledgeville  and  Macon 
the  public  addresses  of  Dr.  Bacon  were  well  received,  and  in  New  Orleans  and 
vrtrious  places  in  Mississippi  he  met  with  such  a  degree  of  favoras  to  persuade 
him  that  a  :rreat  work  might  be  accomplished  by  patient  and  ])ersevering  labor 
for  the  Society. 

It  may  deserve  consideration  whether  some  system  of  agencies  may  not  be 
set  in  operation  more  useful  than  any  yet  known  in  the  history  and  experience 
of  this  Society.  The  subject  is  already  before  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
will  doubtless  receive  from  them  the  attention  which  its  imiDortance  demands. 

Maryland  now  sees  the  infant  settlement,  planted  by  her  hand,  nurtured  by 
her  care,  and  lionored  by  lier  name  on  the  African  coast,  risen  to  the  dignity 
and  clothed  with  the  attributes  of  an  independent  State,  her  heart  grows 
warm,  and  is  stirred  with  new  hopes  and  purposes  for  the  civilization  of  Africa. 

Virginia  cherishes  all  her  original  faith  in  the  cause,  feels  profoundly  both 
its  justice  and  philanthropy,  and  with  veneration  for  the  counsels,  and  anima- 
ted by  the  spirit  of  her  great  statesmen,  her  Wasliington,  Monroe,  Madison, 
and  Marshall,  will  add  to  the  honors  of  patriotism  those  of  philanthropy,  and 
verify  the  brief  but  memorable  words  of  her  present  Governor,  "  Africa 
gave  to  Virginia  a  savage  and  a  slave  ;  Virginia  gives  back  to  Africa  a  citizen 
and  a  Christian." 

Nor  lias  Kentucky  failed  to  emulate  the  example  of  the  ancient  Dominion 
from  which  she  sprung,  but  touched  by  the  spirit  of  her  immortal  son,  the 
echo  of  whose  voice  will  die  only  when  Liberty  herself  expires,  in  February 
last,  by  the  vote  of  a  large  majority  of  her  representatives,  appropriated  ^5,0UU 
annually,  without  limitation  of  time,  to  aid  the  colonization  of  such  fi'ee  per- 
sons of  color  within  her  limits  as  might  desire  to  find  a  home  in  Liberia. 

The  great  State  of  New  York,  which  has  done  so  much  through  the  liber- 
ality of  her  citizens,  will  yet,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  act  generously  on  thp 
subject,  through  her  legi&lature,  thus  demonstratin^both  her  commercial  saga- 
city and  far  extending  humanity. 

Hopes  are  entertained  of  an  early  appropriation  from  North  Carolina,  the 
general  sentiment  of  the  leadmg  minds  of  that  State  Jiaving  long  been  favora- 
ble to  the  Society  ;  nor  is  the  progress  of  the  opinion  that  its  principles  are 
sound  and  its  plans  practicable  and  benevolent,  in  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  and  indeed  in  all  the  State«:,  to  be  doubted. 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Missouri,  Indiana,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Connecticut,  have  made  appropriations,  a. id  it  may  be  reasonably 
expected  that  the  same  will  soon  be  done  by  all  the  States. 

The  increasing  value  of  the  African  trade  deserves  public  attention  and  the 
consideration  of  the  national  government.  Great  Britain  is  very  sensible  of 
this  value,  and  while  in  1854  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  Africa  generally 
was  $3,146,522,  that  of  Greai  Britain  rose  to  !»,23,000,000,  or  about  eight  times 
that  amount.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  one  hundred  ships,  many  of  them 
of  1,000  tons  burden,  regularly  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  while  one  or  more  steamers  leave  London  monthly  for  Liberia  and 
other  commercial  communities  north  and  south  of  thit  republic.  France, 
Spain,  Dpumarif,   Prriugal,  and  Gr.inanv,  pnrticipa'c   in  this  trade,   l)ui,  the 
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interests  of  England  surpass  those  of  all  the  other  European  states,  and  while 
the  average  annual  exports  from  Western  Africa  to  those  states  is  ^5,000, 000, 
at  a  commercial  exchange  in  favor  of  the  European  merchants  of  about  500  per 
cent.,  motives  cannot  be  wanting  for  its  vigorous  prosecution. 

A  document  carefully  prepared  at  the  Department  of  State  mentions  the  in- 
crease of  the  palm  oil  trade  in  Liberia  during  the  three  years  preceding  1855 
to  have  been  from  1,000  gallons*  in  a  year  to  700,000,  and  that  in  1855  more 
than  thirty  vessels  were  freighted  with  this  article  at  her  ports.'  The  slave 
trade  has  been  the  mighty  foe  to  all  lawlul  African  commerce  ;  but  since  so 
jiowerfuUy  checked  by  the  combined  influence  of  civilized  settlements  and  the 
squadrons  of  England  and  the  United  States,  it  is  stated  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Leighton  Wilson  (who  resided  eighteen  years  on  that  coast)  that  "twenty-five 
or  tliirty  years  ago  there  were  not  more  liian  ten  or  twelve  vessels  engaged  in 
lawful  commerce  ;  at  present,  however,  there  are  more  than  200,  the  aggregate 
tonnage  of  which  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  days  of  its  most 
uninterrupted  prosperity."  He  further  says  :  "There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
ihat  palm  oil  will  in  a  few  years  become  one  of  the  largest  branches  of  com- 
merce in  the  world." 

By  reference  to  the  financial  statement,  several  very  interesting  facts  will 
appear,  among  which  stands  prominent  that  the  whole  timount  of  our  receipts 
have  been  fJiyi,3S4  41.  The  expenditures  have  been  !b)79,394  79,  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  §,1,99.3  62,  and  an  indebtedness  of  *,24,136  74. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  several  legacies  during  the  year,  the 
payment  of  which' had  for  some  time  been  delayed.  The  whole  amount  from 
legacies  is  ^4,075  84.  Of  this,  however,  5^5,000  is  the  balance  of  the  Graham 
legacy  for  the  support  of  schools  in' Liberia,  which  is  invested,  according  to 
the  will,  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  was  not  a  part  of  oiu-  available  work- 
ing funds.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  in  the  operations  of  the  year 
is  the  large  amount,  $32,676  09,  received  in  payment  for  the  expenses  of  emi- 
grants. Another  is  that  the  auxiliary  State  societies  have  paid  us  in  cash 
^9,799  75.  We  also  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  mdividual  donors  for 
liberal  contributions,  among  and  at  the  head  of  whom  stands  our  esteemed 
friend  Richard  Hoif,  Esq.,  of  Elbert  County,  Georgia,  who  sent  out  fifty-four 
of  his  slaves,  gave  them  a  liberal  outfit,  and  paid  us  ^2,000,  with  the  promise 
of  !j^l,780  more,  making  $3,780.  Next  to  him  stands  our  generous  friend, 
John  Knickerbacker,  of  Waterford,  New  York,  who  sent  his  check  for 
$2,500,  remarking,  "  I  take  an  interest  in  the  cause,  and  desire  to  show  it." 
Next  to  him  is  David  Floyd,  of  Rocky  Plains,  Georgia,  who  sent  nineteen  of 
his  slaves,  and  gave  $1,225  for  their  expenses,  after  having  spent  a  large 
amouni  on  them.  Next  to  him  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Holderness,  of  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  who  sent  fourteen  slaves  to  Liberia,  liberally  provided  for,  and 
paid  us  $968. 

We  record  these  instances  of  liberality  with  gratitude. 

*NoTE.— Ttie  Maryland  Colonization  Journal  tliinks  tiiis  an  error,  and  that  200,000  gallons 
were  imported  from  Liberia  in  1852— also  that  in  1850  the  amount  exceeded  1,200,000 
gallons. 
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Amonf;  the  receipts  stands  one  item,  the  first  fruit  of  the  magnificent  dona- 
tion of  Mr.  Stevens.  This  is  §843  07  for  freight,  &c.,  in  our  ship,  the  Mary 
Caroline  Stevens.  We  hope  it  will  be  our  privilege  at  the  close  of  another 
year  to  report  this  amount  greatly  increased. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  report  that  President  Roberts  having  fulfilled  ably 
and  successfully  the  office  of  President  for  eight  years,  had  declined  a  re- 
election, and  Stephen  A.  Benson,  by  a  large  majority,  had  been  chosen  his 
successor.  The  inauguration  of  President  Benson  took  place  on  the  7th  of 
January,  ISofi.  In  a  valedictory  address  on  the  occasion,  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent having  alluded  to  the  portentous  clouds  which  at  times  had  obscured 
the  horizon  of  the  Republic,  and  the  serious  and  trying  conilicts  through  wiiich 
she  had  passed,  added  :  "  But,  fellow-citizens,  we  have  passed  triumphantly 
Through  them  all,  and  to-day  we  behold  Liberia  no  longer  a  doubtful  experi 
ment,  but  in  verity  and  truth  a  fixed  reality,  with  a  government  founded  oi; 
the  sound  principles  of  equal  justice,  which  maintains  inflexibly  the  maxims 
of  public  faith,  tlie  security  of  persons  and  property,  and  which  encourages 
that  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  which  guarantees  to  public  liberty  its  per- 
manency. A  government  pursuing  the  public  good  as  its  sole  object,  and  re- 
gulating its  means  of  doing  so  by  the  great  principles  consecrated  to  repub- 
licanism, and  those  mora!  principles  upon  which  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try is  based.  A  government,  in  a  word,  v/hose  conduct  within  and  without 
may  bespeak  the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions,  that  of  promoting  not  only  the 
best  interests  of  its  own  citizens,  but  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  ali 
mankind."  Of  the  aboriginal  tribes  he  says  :  "  In  regard  to  this  people  we 
have  the  highest  human  trust  committed  to  our  hands.  Let  us  not  be  unfaith- 
ful. Providence  has  hitherto  greatly  favored  our  efforts  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, has  showered  many  blessings  »ipon  our  country,  and  I  douiit  not  has 
chosen  us  not  only  as  the  pioneer;)  of  better  days  to  our  unfortunate  race  in 
the  scale  of  nationality,  but  also  as  his  instruments  in  effecting  the  great  work 
of  Africa's  redemption.  May  He  who  holds  in  his  own  hands  the  destinies 
of  nations  make  us  worthy  of  the  favors  He  has  bestowed,  and  enable  us  with 
pure  hearts  and  pure  hands  to  push  forward  the  great  work  he  has  committeii 
to  our  care.  Should  v/e  neglect  Heaven's  high  calling — should  we  fail  to  act: 
our  part  in  carrying  out  the  design  of  Providence  in  reference  to  the  civilization 
of  Africa — who  can  vouch  for  the  continuance  of  the  national  blessings  which 
we  have  hitherto  enjoyed."  In  the  inaugural  address  of  President  Benson  he 
declares  one  of  the  great  ends  of  his  admini-stration  to  be  "  the  moral,  intellec- 
tual, social,  and  political  improvement  of  the  aborigines;"  and  having  alluded 
to  incontrovertible  proofs  of  their  possessing  the  elements  of  a  great  nation,  he 
adds:  "If  these  elements  are  so  ijdmirably  manifest  in  the  aborigines  while 
yet  in  their  heathenism,  what  eartlily  mind  can  adequately  picture  the  great 
national  glory  that  awaits  this  Christian  republic,  when  the  aborigines  shnl! 
have  fully  partaken  of  our  civilization  and  Christianity;  when  they  shall  be 
raised  to  a  perfect  level  and  flow  in  one  common  channel  with  us,  socially, 
politically,  and  religiously."  These  generous  and  philanthropic  seniimentf; 
express  not  merely  the  views  of  their  distinguished  authors,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution  of  Liberia,  which,  in  the  13th  section,  imposes  Ji  high  duty 
Howards  the  native  tribes  upon  tiie  President  of  the  Republic,  in  these  words  ; 
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"  The  improvement  of  the  native  tribes,  and  their  advancement  in  the  arts  of 
agriculture  and  husbandry,  bein.2:  a  cherished  object  of  this  government,  it 
shall  be  thp  duty  of  the  President  to  appoint  in  each  county  some  discreet  per- 
son, whose  duty  it  sliall  be  to  make  regular  and  periodica]  tours  through  the 
■country  for  the  purpose  of  calling  ihe  attention  of  the  natives  to  these  whole- 
some branches  of  industry,  and  of  instructing  them  in  the  same;  and  the  legis- 
lature shall,  ss  soon  as  it  can  be  convetiiently  done,  make  provision  for  these 
purposes  by  the  appropriation  of  money."  Most  of  those  who  occupied  high. 
offices  under  the  former  administration  belong  to  the  present  cabin'^t,  and  it  de- 
serves notice,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  that  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Liberia  and- his  counsellors  are  persons,  wiih  hardly  an 
exception,  educated  and  trained  for  tiieir  duti-es  in  Liberia — President  Benson 
having  accompanied  his  parents  to  Liberia  in  1822,  when  six  years  of  age; 
Vice  President  Yates  in  ]&29,  aged  eighteen;  Mr.  Warner  in  1822,  aged  nine; 
Mr.  Chavers  in  182G,  aged  eight;  Mr.  Payne  in  1829,  aged  fifteen. 

The  war  at  Sinou,  which  broke  out  in  November,  1855,  between  the  people 
of  that  county  and  several  of  the  native  tribes  (particular  accounts  of  the 
origin,  progress,  and  calamities  of  which  have  been  published)  was  brought 
to  a  close  in  the  month  of  June  last,  the  chiefs  and  head  men  having  met 
President  Benson  at  the  court-house  in  Greenville  on  the  21st  and  23d  of  that 
month,  when,  as  is  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  of  June  28th  to  the  Society,  "  a 
heavy  fine  was  imposed  on  each  tribe  for  their  murderous  and  incendiary  ag- 
gressions on  the  settlements  in  Sinou  county,  and  further  requisitions  made  on 
them  whioh  v/ill  in  due  time  be  made  known."  '*  It  is  true,"  adds  President 
Benson,  "that  the  sufferings  in  the  settlements  of  Sinou  county  have  been 
great,  but  the  natives  W'hom  we  have  been  compelled  to  chastise  have  suffered 
still  more;  so  much  so,  as  that  tliey  will  never  again  compel  us  to  in- 
flict another  chastisement  upon  them.  And  I  assure  you  it  is  something  we 
would  always  gladly  avoid.  The  inliabitants  of  Sinou  are  now  very  cheerful; 
they  indulge  in  the  belief  that  a  season  of  unparalleled  prosperity  in  the  historj' 
of  their  county  is  beginning  to  dawn.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  the  diffi- 
culties they  have  had  will  prove  a  jrreat  blessing  to  that  county."  Among 
the  moot  important  provisions  secured  by  the  treaty  with  these  tribes  are  an 
open  and  free  trade  with  the  people  of  the  interior,  a  pledge  that  they  will 
not  make  war  upon  any  tribe  without  consulting  the  Liberian  government,  and 
the  cession  of  the  whole  country  belonging  to  the  Bloo  Barras.  Of  this  ter- 
ritory formal  possession  was  taken  by  President  Benson  on  the  23d  of  June, 
3856. 

The  entire  mansigement  of  this  campaign  rpilects  high  credit  upon  its  com- 
manding ofTicer,  General  Lewis,  and  also  upon  the  subordinate  officers  and 
-men,  who  were  encouraged  by  the  presence  and  good  counsels  of  President 
Benson. 

Among  the  evils  of  this  war  must  b?  set  down  the  w'ithilrawal,  for  more 
than  a  month,  of  four  or  five  hundred  men  from  their  ordinary  jiursuits;  the 
expenditures  of  the  government  for  their  support  vvlien  provi.'^ions  were  more 
than  a  hundred  per  cent,  higher  than  usual;  the  de.structlon  by  violence  and  fire 
of  the  property  and  dwellings  of  eighty-eight  families  from  four  of  tlie  invaded 
and  w^ell  nigh  wasted  settlements,  as  stated  by  the  Rev.  B.  R.  Wilson,  and  the 
necessity  of  giving  succor  by  the  government  and  individuals  to  one  tliousantt 
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helpless  persons  to  save  tlieni  fVoin  starv.^tinn  ;  the  destruction,  after  offers  of 
peace  were  made  and  rejected,  of  a  number  of  native  villages  and  some 
lives  ;  while  the  demonstration,  marked  alike  by  courage  and  humanity,  of 
the  ability  of  the  Liberians  to  vindicate  their  rights,  to  conduct  promptly, 
vigorously,  and  succeissfuily  a  military  expedition,  to  subdue  barbarous  foes 
and  bind  them  to  peace,  not  only  with  the  Republic  but  with  each  other  and  all 
their  neighbors,  unles.'^  a  departure  from  it  should  be  authorized  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  government  of  Liberia;  the  opening  of  many  safe  avenues  of  trade 
with  the  iriterior;  the  awakening  of  industry  and  a  .'3er.se  of  the  necessity  of  agri- 
cultural labor  and  improvement;  the  acquisition  of  valuable  territory;  and  the 
ways  and  means  of  extending  the  influence  and, benefits  of  civilization  and  the 
Christian  faith,  may  yet  show  the  atRiction  inconsiderable  when  compared  with 
the  good  attamed.  For  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  at  Sinou  the  New  York  Coloni- 
zation Society  has  appropriated  iji500,  and  has  earnestly  appealed  to  public 
sym|)aihy  for  contributions  for  their  benefit. 

On  the  13th  of  A[n-il,  JSS.t,  Governor  Wright,  of  Indiana,  informed  the  gov- 
ernment of  Liberia  that  he  was  emj^owered  to  negotiate  with  the  Republic  for 
land  in  Africa  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  colored  emigrants  from  that  Slate;  that 
it  was  the  wish  of  that  State  to  make  ample  provision  for  such  emigrants,  and  even 
to  offer  inducements  to  emigration  in  the  way  of  land  in  Liberia,  which  may  be 
either  held  or  sold;  that  the  State  desired  each  emigrant  to  receive,  as  a  gift 
from  it,  the  same  quantity  of  land  as  is  allov/ed  by  the  Republic;  that  about  fit'iy 
emigrants  had  already  gone  from  Indiana,  and  as  many  more  were  preparing  for 
a  home  there;  that  Grand  Cape  Mount  had  been  mentioned  as  an  eligible  place 
for  a  settlement;  and  that,  should  the  government  of  Liberia  consent  to  dispose 
of  the  land  desired  at  a  price  not  exceeding  one  dollar  an  acre,  the  President  was 
authorized  to  draw  on  the  agent  of  the  State  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  State  Board  of  Ctilonization  for  Indiana.  President 
Benson  replied,  March  29,  185(',  that  the  sudden  adjournment  of  tlie  legislature 
of  Liberia  at  the  breakinjj  out  of  the  war  had  prevented  action  on  the  subject, 
which  had  been  brought  to  their  consideration,  but  that  all  the  members  had  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  favor  of  the  proposals  of  his  Excellency,  and  that  he  would 
doubtless  be  enabled  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature  to  communicate  the 
result. 

Our  last  report  mentioned  the  expeditions  sent  out  the  year  previous,  and 
among  them  that  by  the  barque  Lamartine,  which  sailed  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  and  of  v/hich  no  intelligence  had  at  the  time  of  the  last  general  meeting 
been  received.  This  ship  had  a  short  passage  of  thirty  days,  and  conveyed  to 
Liberia  the  Rev.  Mr.  Home  and  family,  of  the  Methodist  Mission;  Dr.  Snow- 
den  (destined  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  physician' at  Sinou)  and  family;  several  Libe- 
rians who  had  visited  the  United  States,  happy  to  return  to  their  African  home; 
and  forty-eight  others,  who,on«  infant  excepted,  arrived  in  good  health.  This 
company  was  select.  On  arrival  they  were  remarkably  well  pleased  with  the 
country.  Some  were  from  New  Jersey;  and,  says  the  New  York  report,  <'  in 
relation  to  this  whole  company,  a  new  experiment  has  been  made  testing  their 
capacity  to  provide  for  themselves  by  permitting  a  certain  sum  to  each  person, 
anu  then  throwing  on  themselves  the  responsibility  of  self-support."  Gratify- 
ing intelligence  has  been  received  both  from  this  company  and  those  sent  out 
previously  in  1855  in  the  two  voyages  of  the  barque  Cora,  chartered  by  the 
Parent  Sof'iety. 
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The  commencement  of  a  promising  settlement  at  Grand  Cape  Mount,  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1S55,  under  direction  of  President  Roberts,  was  mentioned 
in  the  last  report.  The  establishment  and  recent  growth  of  this  settlement  is 
full  of  interest.  Cape  Mount  is  forty  miles  north  of  Monrovia,  and  the  most 
imposing  and  attractive  object  that  meets  the  eye  of  the  voyager  as  he  comes 
near  to  the  coast  of  Liberia.  President  Roberts  visited  this  place  early  in  Oc- 
tober, IBS.'i,  and  with  some  fifteen  men  taken  from  the  garrison  put  up  by  the 
first  settlers  for  temporary  residence  near  the  sea,  explored  the  country  and 
found  what  lie  sought,  an  eligible  site  for  the  settlement — "good  land, 
abundance  of  excellent  water,  and  at  sufficient  elevation  to  secure,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  general  good  health." 

"  We  found  Cape  Mount,  as  to  its  form,"  says  the  Rev.  Francis  Burns,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Methodist  mission,  "  not  as  we  had  supposed  ;  and  as  its  ap- 
pearance from  the  sea  would   indicate,  but  rather  a  common  base  varying  in 
altitude    from  one  hundred    to  two  hundred    feet,  superimposed  by   two    or 
three  high  ridges,  running  parallel  with  the  line  of  sea  coast,  with  deep  depres- 
sions between  them.     The  condition  of  the  mountain  indicated  an  abundance 
of  good  living  water  from  springs;   to  the  very  top  of  the  ridge  we  passed  over 
the  soil  was  good  with  sufficient  quantities  of  both  timber  and  stone  for  any  pur- 
)ioses,  whether  public  or  private.     On  one  side  of  this  pile  of  hills  or  ridges, 
overlaying  a  high  common  base,  is  the  sea.     On  the  opposite  side  interior- 
wise,  is  a  beautiful   panoramic  view  of  rivers,  and  a  somewhat  large  lake, 
dotced  in  dili'erent  directions  with  islands  of  varying  forms  and  dimensions." 
From  this  point,  access  is  gained  to  thousands  of  the  most  intelligent  and  in- 
quisitive natives  of  the  coast,  who  seem  anxious  to  be  instructed,  and  dis- 
posed to  hear  the  gospel  of  Christ.     Cape  Mount  has  been  for  centuries  a  no- 
torious slave  mart,  and  its  usual  accompaniments,  ferocious  and  bloody  wars 
with  all  the  crimes  and  outrnges  that  attend  them.     Here  was  the  residence  of 
Theodore  Canot,   the  liistory  of  whose   crimes  and   piracies  during   cwenty 
years,  as  dictated  by  himself,  has  been  given  to  the  world.      Who  then  will  be 
surprised  that  the  faithful  missionary  from  wlioia  we  have  quoted,  pronounced 
it  a  touching  scene,  wlien  on  the  Sabbath  witiini  the  enclosure  of  the  garrison, 
having  preached,  he  administered   the  communion,   "kneeling  down  on  the 
floor  of  earth  with  the  chief  ofHcer  of  the  Republic,  three  ministers,  and  a  i'ew 
sheep   of   Christ's  flock,   mingling  their  tears,  their  sympathies,    and  their 
prayers  on  a  spot  of  ground  long  known  as  a  great  rallying  point  of  sin  cuui 
shame,  but  for  the  first  time  since  Adam  lived,  the  scene  of  the  holy  christian 
eucharist."     On  the  4th  of  May,  1856,  President  Benson  visited  Cape  Mount 
on  a  mission  of  peace,  and  had  the  happiness  to  settle  disputes  and  reconcile  tlif- 
ferences  which  had  for  several  years  caused  wars  to  rageso  fiercely  between  power- 
ful tribes  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  productions  and  population  of  the  country. 
Friendly  intercourse  was  opened  between  the  belligerents,  and  trade  suspended 
for  nearly  half  a  century  began  to  revive.     The  benefit  of  this  personal  and 
friendly  interposition  of  the  President  of  Liberia  to  establish  peace  between 
these  barbarians  will  be  more  justly  appreciated  when  we  know  that  it  is  esti- 
mated by  the  Liberia  Herald,  that  from  the  year  1848,  to  January,  1856,  there 
have  been  not  less  than   100,000   natives  killed  and  sold  out  of  the  Vey  coun- 
try.   Over  that  bloody  soil  of  fraud,  piracy,  cruelty  and  shame,  now  floats  the 
fliig  of  freedom,  and  amid    that   darkness  is  seen  the  sign  of  Uini    who  is  the 
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light  of  the  world.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  settlement,  and  with  the 
view  of  strengtlieniniT  it  with  additional  numbers,  in  compliance  with  the 
earnest  request  of  the  President  of  Liberia,  it  was  decided  to  send  one  of  the  Re- 
ceptacles to  this  place,  and  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  emigrants,  who  embarked 
in  the  Elvira  Owen,  which  sailed  from  Savannah  on  the  20th  of  May.  This 
ship  of  872  tons,  was  chartered  and  fitted  out  with  ample  stores  in  Boston,  by 
the  Financial  Secretary ;  here  she  toolc  on  board  the  frames  of  the  two  Receptacles, 
and  a  valuable  medical  library  and  surgical  instruments  and  apparatus  of  the 
lite  Dr.  Rufus  Kittridge,  of  Portsmouth,  which  were  bequeathed  by  him  to  the 
government  of  Liberia,  and  valued  at  $.5,000.  A  supply  of  seeds  for  the  contem- 
plated garden  of  the  Receptacle,  Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the  Bible  Society, 
with  primers  from  the  Tract  Society,  were  placed  on  board  for  the  use  of  the 
emigrants  and  general  distribution  among  them.  The  charter  of  tliis  ship  cost 
$4,400,  and  her  invoice  amounted  to  about  S2S,000.  In  Hampton  Roads,  ]79 
emigrants  were  secured  on  board,  and  142  at  Savannah,  making  in  all  321. 
After  a  passage  of  fifty  days,  the  Elvira  Owen  arrived  at  Monrovia,  having 
lost  twenty-one  of  her  emigrants  by  measles,  diarrhaja,  and  other  diseases. 
No  cause  has  been  ascertained  for  this  unusual  mortality.  Could  the  best  ac- 
commodations and  provisions,  the  most  earnest  and  unremitting  attentions,  com- 
bined with  much  medical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Seys,  have  availed,  it  had 
not  occurred.  Through  the  rare  industry,  practical  good  sense  and  energy  of 
Mr.  Seys,  tiie  two  Receptacles  by  the  last  advices  were  erected,  and  occupied  by 
those  of  the  emigrants  who  desire  a  temporary  home  in  them,  while  others, 
destined  to  Clay-Ashland,  (or  the  Kentucky  settlement,)  had  visited  the  place, 
selected  their  sites  fi  r  a  residence,  and  removed  their  effects  into  houses  rented 
for  occupation  during  the  first  six  months,  intending,  says  Mr.  Seys,  "  while 
well  and  able  to  work,  by  putting  in  a  crop  to  help  themselves  to  lire  when 
off  the  hands  of  the  Society.  I  have  urged  this  most  strenuously  upon  all 
v/ho  are  agriculturists,  and  they  are  taking  advice.  Ware,  Baldwin,  Fulker- 
son,  Holderness,  and  their  families,  have  already  gone,  and  Law,  Morton  and 
others  are  preparing  to  follov.-." 

From  Cane  Mount  he  wrote  on  the  3d  September  :  "  I  am  delighted  with 
this  place  ;  there  is  nothing  wanted  but  men,  means  and  enterprize,  to  make  it 
one  of  the  flourishing  commercial  ports  of  Western  Africa  ;  while  the  fertile  soil, 
the  pure  and  cool  and  abundant  supply  of  excellent  water,  all  conspire  to  make  it 
n  most  desirable  home  for  emigrants  from  the  United  States.  It  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  utmost  energy  and  zeal."  On  the  9th  of  November,  Mr.  Seys  wrote 
tliat  "  tlie  removal  of  such  emigrants  at  Cape  Mount  as  had  been  attacked  by 
fever  on  the  lower  ground  of  the  garrison,  to  their  mountain  house  was  almost 
incredible  :  Women  who  had  to  be  carried  in  hammocks,  were  soon  revived 
bj'  tlie  pure  air  around,  invigorated  by  the  delightful  sea  breeze,  and  so  cheered 
up  the  inimitable  prospect  and  scenery,  that  before  the  close  of  the  day  they 
were  walking  about  the  house  "  But  two  deaths  had  occurred  among  the  emi- 
grants landed  at  Cape  IMount — one  adult  and  one  child,  making  four  in  all — 
3  children  and  1  adult  out  of  t!ie  .300  who  arrived  at  Monrovia.  On  the  9th  of 
JN^ovember,  Mr.  Seys  liad  made  ail  preparations  at  Monrovia  for  an  immediate 
deparature  to  explore  the  liigh  lands  interior  from  Monrovia,  and  on  hi:;  return 
in  about  fourteen  days,  to  visit  the  elevated  district  of  country  purchased  by 
the  IVew  Jersey  Colonizatioa  Society,  east  of  Grand  Bassa,  and  liaving  fixed 
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ihe  site,  to  prepare  for  the  arrival,  by  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  of  those 
destined  to  found  the  interior  settlement. 

Of  the  impression  made  upon  the  mind  of  Mr.  Seys,  on  revisiting  Liberinj 
after  an  absence  of  fifteen  years,  -we  are  informed  by  the  following  passage  in 
a  letter  of  the  26ih  of  August,  to  the  Recording  Secretary  : 

'*  I  am  delighted  with  the  improvements  in  this  town,  up  the  river,  and 
every  wiiere  1  turn.  Brothers  Horjie  and  Burns,  and  myself,  went  up  to  Mills- 
burgh  last  Wednesday  and  returned  the  next  day.  We  found  Mrs.  Wilkms 
and, Miss  Kilpatrick  well,  the  premisea  in  fine  order,  save  the  house,  which 
•leaks  bddly,  a  beautiful  flower-garden,  and  the  school  in  flourishing  condition. 
This  school  of  girls,  you  know,  is  a  nursery  of  the  church.  Eternity  alone 
will  tell  how  many  have  here  been  brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Redeemer, 
Jived  to  glorify  Irlis  name  on  earth,  and  are  now  in  the  church  triumphant. 
We  stopped  at  a  number  of  places  :  Caldwell,  Clay-Ashland,  and  others,  and 
everywhere  1  discovered  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  a  degree  of  improvement 
truly  encouraging.  At  the  BeLlevue  farm  of  Mr.  Jordan,  a  steam  sugar  mill  is 
in  ojieration,  and  he  is  making  sugar  and  syrup.  Several  friends  liere,  know- 
ing my  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  whole  process,  requested  me  to  give  a 
few  hints  on  the  subject.  So  by  writing  at  night  and  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  have  succeeded  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  little  treatise  on  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  sugar-cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  1  trust  the  humble  of- 
feraig  to  the  interests  of  Liberia  will  be  of  some  future  advantage.  There  is 
210  finer  country  in  the  world  for  sugar-cane  than  Liberia.  This  1  said  twenty 
years  ago,  in  public  places  everywhere,  and  every  day  demonstrates  the  truth  of 
my  saying.  Messrs.  Jordan,  Richardson,  Blackledge,  and  others,  have  acres 
upon  acres  of  cane,  and  such  cane  as  no  one  of  fii'ieen  West  India  islands  I 
have  been  in,  can  excel." 

On  the  24th  of  October,  the  Executive  Committee  referred  the  subject  of  es- 
tablishing a  coiTimon  English  and  Agricultural  school  in  each  of  the  Recepta- 
cles in  Liberia,  to  a  select  committee,  v/ho  on  the  7th  of  November,  reported  a 
plan  which  was  adopted.  The  committee  stated  in  their  report,  that  each  Re- 
ceptacle would  accommodate  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  emigrants,  about 
one- third  of  whom  would  be  of  a  proper  age  to  attend  school;  that  some 
adults  might  attend  with  benefit;  that  the  Society's  ship  would  make  two 
voyages  in  a  year,  bringing  emigrants  to  each  Receptacle  at  the  end  of  six 
months,  so  that  they  would  be  constantly  occupied  ;  that  as  she  would  carry 
196  adults,  equal  to  about  240  of  all  ages,  we  might  expect  a  school  of  forty 
scholars  to  be  kept  up  at  least  ten  months  in  the  year,  in  which  the  rudiments 
of  a  common  school  education  might  be  acquired  ;  that  as  land  suiUible  for 
cultivation  would  surround  or  adjoin  each  Receptacle,  adults  as  well  as  chil- 
dren might  find  benefit  to  mind  as  well  as  body,  by  agricultural  occupation, 
and  do  something  perhaps  much  towards  their  own  support.  On  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee,  it  was  resolved  to  establish  such  a  school  in  connection 
with  each  Receptacle  ;  to  apply  the  income  of  the  legacy  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars from  Augustus  Graham,  now  amounting  to  660  dollars  annually,  to  the 
support  of  those  schools  ;  that  board  and  lodging  be  allowed  to  the  teachers  as 
part  of  their  compensation  ;  that  the  children  of  parents  who  are  unable  to 
educate  them,  be  allowed  a  reasonable  privilege  beyond  the  term  of  six 
months  ;  that  should  the  schools  not  be  full,  the  agents  of  the  Society  be  au- 
thorized to  place  in  them  a  certain  number  of  pupils  who  may  pay  for  their  in- 
struction, and  thus  the  teachers  be  occupied  and  education  be  extended.  That 
the  teachers  be  men  of  piety,  maintain  Sabbath  schools,  and  give  instruction 
in  tlie  Bible  and  religious  books  ;  that  each  Receptacle  have  a  suitable  library  ; 


JG 


AW'UAI,   IIIU'OUT  Ol'  Tin;  AJVIKKICAN  (,'OhONI/.A'l'lf)N  S<>(;iI7l'\. 


Jjist  of  Emigrants. 


th.it  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Republic,  the 
agents  and  physicians  at  Cape  Mount  and  Monrovia,  be  chosen  with  au- 
thority to  appoint  and  remove  the  teachers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  this 
committee,  and  adopt  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  and  that  the 
teachers  be  required  to  report  fully  and  minutely  to  the  trustees  at  the  end  of 
each  term  of  five  months.  The  American  Bible,  Tract,  and  Sunday  School 
Union  Societies,  as  ihey  have  generously  done  on  former  occasions,  kindly 
coiuributed  a  liberal  supply  of  their  books  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  these 
schools. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  sailed  from  Norfolk,  on  her  first  voyage,  the  So- 
ciety's ship  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  with  217  emigrants.  Dr.  James  Hail,  of 
Baltimore,  one  of  the  Directors  of  this  Society — a  gentleman  the  value  of  whose 
services  during  many  years  to  the  cause  generally,  and  whose  superintendence  of 
the  entire  construction  of  the  ship  especially,  are  highly  appreciated  by  this  So- 
ciety— took  passage  in  this  ship  and  consented  to  attend  to  important  matters 
of  business,  and  make  all  requisite  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business 
of  the  ship  while  at  Liberia. 

The  following  table  will  give  all  necessary  information  touching  the  character 
of  the  emigrants: 
Table  of  E.migrants — Slioiving  the  number   of  Emigrants  sent   to   Libena  by 

the  ^imerican  Colonization  Society  and   its  auxiliaries ,  from  each  State,  from 

1820  to  185G,  inclusive. 
Number  of  vessels  sent  to  December,  1855,        -        -        -        .        .  ii2 

Number  of  emigrants  sent  to  December,  1855,    -----       8,964 

Number  born  free, ._...       3,623 

Number  that  purchased  their  freedom,         ...--.  306 

Number  emancipated  in  view  of  emigrating  to  Liberia,       .         -         -       5,035 

Jfamber  sent  in  1856,  asfolloivs: 


j 

=    ^0 

6 
o 

^    Its  S 
'3     fix 

WHERE  FROM. 

Vessels. 

i 

o  1 

c 

3    ]o  1 
S     3  S 

i 

c 

c 
c 

2 

s 

•a 
4 

> 
57 

6 

2 
41 

d 
O 

85 

< 

2 

to  5 
14:42 

67 

c 

.  Total. 

a  j 

1    Ship  Elvira  Owen,   May    20 

44 

269     8 

-;,  321 

2   Ship  M.C.Stevens,  Dec.     6 

9 

196 1  12 

6 

- 

1 

1 

103 

13 

56 

3 

l|l3 

19 

- 

1!     217 

1                                  .1 

!                        1 

53 

465!  20  1 

1         1 

6 

o 

1 

5:  160 

54 

141 

5 

15  55 

1 

86 

7 

1       538 

Recapilx 

latiun. 

Massachusetts, 

-       34 

Alabama,    - 

- 

- 

104 

Cherokee  Nation, 

1 

Rhode  Lsland, 

-       33 

Mississippi, 

. 

- 

536 

California,       -     - 

1 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 

46 

Louisiana, 
Tennessee, 

261 
674 

-     199 

. 

. 

Total  number, 

9,502 

^ew  Jersey, 

-       35 

Kentucky, 

_ 

- 

585 

Pennsylvania,  - 

-     179 

Ohio,      -     - 

- 

. 

55 

Delaware,     -     - 

0 

Indiana, 

- 

. 

78 

Maryland,    -     - 

-     510 

Illinois,  -     - 

. 

- 

34 

No.  born  free. 

3,676 

Dist.  of  Columb 

a,     104 

Missouri,    - 

. 

- 

83 

No.thatpurcliased 

Virginia,       -     - 

-3,315 

Michigan,  - 

. 

- 

1 

their  freedom,     - 

326 

North  Carolina, 

-1,158 

Iowa,      -     - 

. 

- 

3 

No.    emancipated 

South  Carolina, 

-     415 

Texas,  -     - 

. 

- 

.  16 

in   view  of  emi- 

Georgia,       -     - 

-1.030 

Clinnljiv/     X 

ttion. 

7 

grating  to  Liliei-ia 

5.500 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  UOLONiZ ATION  SOCIETY. 


17 


Libsria  College. 


Among  the  greatest  events  of  the  year,  in  relation  to  the  interests  and  pros- 
pects of  this  Society  and  Liberia,  was  the  departure  from  Boston  for  Monro- 
via, December  28th,  of  the  ship  Dirigo,  chartered  by  tlie  Trustees  of  Dona- 
tions for  Education  in  Liberia  to  convey  to  the  late  distinguished  President  of 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  and  now  President  of  Liberia  College,  the  materials 
for  the  erection  of  a  substantial  and  convenient  college  building  on  a  tract  of 
land  granted  for  that  purpose  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Republic.  This  sub- 
ject cannot  be  presented  to  the  general  meeting  more  briefly,  clearly,  and  com- 
prehensively than  in  the  language  of  the  able  Secretary  of  the  Trustees  for 
Donations,  in  Liberia,  in  their  recent  published  staten;ients. 

Liberia  College. — This  College  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  approved  December  ^4,  185L  Its  charter 
is  nearly  the  same  as  the  best  college  cluirlers  in  the  United  States.  It  vests 
the  control  of  the  Institution  in  a  Board  of  Trustees,  of  not  less  than  nine  nor 
more  than  thirteen  members.  The  Board  fills  its  own  vacancies,  except  that 
four  members  are  to  be  nominated  by  tlie  President  of  the  Republic.  It  is  en- 
dowed, by  the  Legislature,  with  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  selected  as  the 
best  locution  for  the  College.  The  I'rustees  iiave  the  power  of  appointing  and 
removing  all  officers  of  instruction  and  government  in  the  College,  except  that 
for  the  present,  and  until  they  see  lit  to  take  the  exercise  of  that  power  into 
their  own  liands,  those  officers  may  be  ap[)ointed  by  the  Trustees  of  Donations 
for  Education  in  Liberia. 

These  last  named  trustees  were  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  approved  March  lU,  185U,  with  power  to  hold  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  income  where- 
of shall  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  coliegiate  education  in  Liberia.  The 
amount  received  from  donations  and  income  of  investments  is  about  twenty- 
four  tliousand  dollars. 

The  Trustees  of  Donations  have,  with  tlie  approbation  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  college  and  of  the  friends  of  Liberia  generally,  appointed  the  Hon.  Joseph 
J.  Roberts,  late  President  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
college,  and  he  has  accepted  the  olilce.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
other  necessary  members  of  the  faculty  will  be  engaged  as  soon  as  preparations 
can  be  made  to  employ  them;  and  some  important  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  insuring  their  support.  Some  provision  has  also  been  made  for  tlie 
support  of  indigent  students  wliile  pursuing  their  studies. 

The  next  step,  for  the  taking  of  which  everything  else  must  wait,  is  the 
erection  of  a  college  building  on  the  college  lands.  For  this  a  plan  has  been 
devised,  furnishing  a  dining  room,  library,  rooms  for  recitation  and  study  in 
classes,  apartments  for  two  members  of  the  faculty  with  their  families,  and 
dormitories  and  study-rooms  for  twenty-two  students,  but  capable,  if  necessary, 
of  receiving  a  larger  number.  The  outer  walls,  and  the  partition  walls  of  the 
lower  story,  are  to  be  of  brick,  and  the  whole,  as  required  by  the  climate,  to 
be  surrounded  by  piazzas  supported  on  iron  frames.  The  plan  admits  of  easy 
and  economical  enlargement,  whenever  the  growth  of  the  college  shall  require 
it. 

The  greater  part  of  the  materials  for  this  building,  and  its  necessary  appur- 
tenances, have  been  procured  and  shipped.  The  cost  of  the  remaining  mate- 
rials, and  of  the  labor  of  erection,  is  very  nearly  known.  The  whole  expense 
will  be  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

As  ic  is  indispensable  that  the  Trustees  of  Donations  should  have  in  their 
hands  a  fund  at  least  equal  to  that  already  received,  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  college  ;  and  as  the  other  funds,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made,  are  not  at  their  disposal  for  this  purpose,  or,  at  present,  for  any  purpose  ; 
they  are  compelled  to  appeal  to  the  friends  of  Liberin  and  of  Christian  civili. 
zation,  learning,  and  piety,  in  Africa,  for  aid. 

It  will  occur  to  many,  that  there  are  individuals  of  sufficient  largeness  of 
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mind,  of  heart,  and  of  estate,  to  grant  this  aid  ;  and  it  is  true  that  any  one 
who  should  do  it,  would  earn  the  l;istin<r  gratitude  of  Africa  and  all  her  friends, 

Thiscollejre  building  will  be  70  feet  long,  45  feet  wide, and  three  stories  hiijh. 
It  will  contain  apartments  for  two  members  of  the  college  faculty  and  their 
families,  who  will  reside  in  the  building  and  have  the  immediate  oversight  of 
the  students  ;  a  dining  room  sufficient  for  these  families  and  the  students  ;  u 
room  for  the  library  and  philosophical  apparatus  ;  a  hall  to  be  used  as  a  chapely 
lecture  room,  or  for  any  other  purpose  for  which  all  the  students  need  to  be 
convened  ;  rooms  for  recitation  and  for  study  in  classes  :  dormitories  for  stu- 
flents,  and  ilie  necessary  offices,  store  rooms,  and  other  accommodations.  The 
kitchen  is  to  be  a  detached  building,  in  easy  communication  v/ith  the  dining 
room. 

The  walls  of  the  college  building  are  to  be  of  brick,  on  a  foundation  of  Li- 
beria granite  rising  two  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  About  half  of  the 
bri<'k  goes  out  in  the  Dirigo.  The  remainder,  with  the  lime,  will  be  procured 
in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  building  will  be  surrounded  by  a  verandah  eight  feet  wide,  supported 
by  an  iron  frame,  the  posts  of  which  will  be  inserted  into  blocks  of  granite. 
Doors  open  from  each  story  of  the  building  into  the  corresponding  story  of 
the  verandah. 

The  site  for  the  college  building  is  an  elevation  on  the  ri^ht  or  northwest 
hank  of  the  St.  Paul's  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Monrovia  and  eight 
.  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  both  of  which  will  be  visible  from  its  cupola,  and 
probably,  when  some  intervening  torest  trees  are  cleared  away,  from  its  base. 
The  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  on  which  it  will  stand,  is  well  ada[)ted  for  a 
model  farm,  and  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  oldest,  largest,  and  richest 
agricultural  setlleme"ts  in  Liberia. 

The  buildings  will  be  able  to  accommodate  forty  or  fifty  students,  besides 
the  President  and  a  Professor,  or  two  Pi-ol'essors,  wiih  their  familiea  and  atten- 
dants. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  society  was  organized  in  New  York,  with  a 
view  to  the  exploration  of  Western  Africa,  but  of  its  present  purposes  and 
prospects  we  have  no  exact  information.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  a  company  has  been  formed  in  Liberia  with  the  view  of  opening  a 
road  20  feet  wide,  to  the  distance  of  200  miles  into  the  interior.  The  leaders 
in  this  enterprise  v/ill  seek  a  charter  from  the  Legislature,  and,  should  it  be 
granted,  they  believe  that  in  twelve  months  their  work  will  be  completed  to  the 
distance  of  thirty  or  fifty  miles  into  the  interior. 

Much  valuable  testimony  has  been  given  to  the  public,  during  the  year, 
going  to  establish  the  character  and  influence  of  the  Liberian  Government,  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  its  schools,  and  multiplying  settlements,  the  increase 
of  agricultural  industi-y  and  improvement,  and  the  adaptedness  of  its  institu- 
tions to  secure  the  highest  permanent  benefits  to  its  own  citizens  and  to  Africa. 
The  r^ev.  Thomas  Officer,  for  .some  time  connected  with  a  mission  founded  in 
a  spirit  little  favorable  to  this  Society,  sums  up  the  result  of  his  observations 
of  Western  Africa,  as  a  mission  field,  in  these  words  :  "  We  have  now  seen 
that  the  wants  of  the  people  of  Western  Africa  are  numerous  and  great — 
that  they  are  of  such  a  kind  as  can  best  be  met  by  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tian settlements — that  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country  are  amply  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  such  communities — that  the  peculiarity  of  the  climate  is  such 
as  renders  it  altogether  best  that  these  settlements  be  made  up  of  black  men, 
that  there  is  no  good  reason  to  deny  the  black  man's  capacity  for  the  work — 
and  that  the  Republic  of  Liberia  opens  up  the  most  important  situations  for 
thase  mission  settlements.'' 
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Recent  intelligence  from  the  Rev.  B.J.  Drayton,  Governor  of  the  Independent 
State  of  IMaryland,  at  Cape  Palraas,  states  that  peace  prevails  with  the  sur- 
rounding tribes  ;  that  tlie  Palmas  tribe  now  observes  the  Loi'd's  day  ;  that  ag- 
riculture is  receiving  attention,  and  that  efforts  were  made  to  open  roads  into 
the  interior,  to  extend  trade  and  settle  differences  with  the  people  of  the  ad- 
joining country.  A  treaty  of  friendship  and  commerce  has  been  ratified  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  Republic  of  Libeiia. 

By  the  Legislature  of  Liberia,  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
has  been  ratified  between  that  Republic  and  tlie  Free  Hansealic  Towns  of  Lubec, 
Bremen,  and  Hamburg. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Rev.  Alex.  Crummeli,  of  Monrovia,  appealed 
for  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  suitable  building  fur  the  Library  of  the  INlonro- 
via  Lyceum.  In  a  single  week  offers  to  supply  the  sum  required  were  made 
separately,  by  three  gentlemen,  residing  in  dili'erent  cities.  That  of  a  gentle- 
man of  New  Yortt  was  accepted.  Such  an  evidence  of  regard  to  tiie  interests  of 
education  and  intellectual  improvement  in  Liberia  should  be  recorded  with  honor. 

A  specimen  of  pure  malleable  native  iron  has  been  discovered  in  Liberia. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  of  Boston,  took  charge  of  what  was  thought  to  be 
but  a  fragment  of  iron  ore  from  that  Republic — and  submitted  it  to  the  care- 
ful analysis  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Hayes,  of  that  city.  The  analysis  afforded  pure 
iron  96. 4U  quartz  grain.'?,  magnetic  oxyd  of  iron  and  zeolite  l.GU  --^  100.  The 
commercial  value  of  this  article  will  depend  upon  us  abundance  and  expense 
of  obtaining  it  for  market.     It  may  prove  of  very  great  value. 

The  consular  system  of  the  United  .'States  was  remodelled  by  act  of  Con- 
gress m  Idao,  and  authority  givtn  to  appoint  a  consular  or  commercial  agent 
to  leside  at  Monrovia,  with  a  salary  of  §1000.  The  otKce  of  commercial  agent 
for  that  place  has  been  conferred  on  Dr.  G.  Z.  Forney,  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
has  entered  upon  tiie  disciiarge  of  his  duties. 

Of  the  great  work  of  missions  in  which  many  faitliful  servants  of  the  Re- 
deemer are  engaged  in  Africa,  we  can  only  say  tiiat  a  divine  blessing  rests 
upon  thetr  labors,  and  that  it  is  bright  with  i)romise.  In  that  remarkable 
community  of  Sierra  Leone,  two  huiiOred  native  languages  are  spoken,  and 
many  native  Alncans  are  preparing,  m  schools,  to  become  teachers  and  mission- 
-aries  to  their  liarbarous  kiiidied.  The  gusjiel  is  now  preachtd  in  the  capital 
of  Ashunii,  and  llie  King  of  Dehomi  has  ex^jressed  his  wisli  that  missionaries 
should  come  and  reside  in  his  dominions.  English  and  Ameiican  missionaries 
have  |ilaiued  the  clinsiuui  church  in  the  populous  ciues  of   i'uruba. 

The  last  iliree  years  have  been  signally  distinguished  by  valuable  geographi- 
cal and  ethnological  discoveries  in  Alrica.  Doctors  Barth,  and  Vdgel,  and 
Richaidson,  and  other  bold  and  enterprising  tiaveleis,  have  penetrated  10  i!;e 
great  and  populous  regions  ol'  Cential  Africa,  determined  by  asironoinicul  ob- 
servations, the  positions  of  many  places  hitherto  unknown,  and  revealed  the 
shocking  cruelties  inflicted  by  jjowerful  and  warlike  liii*es,  in  tiieir  expeditions 
to  plunder  and  subdue  their  unolfending,  but  weaker  neighbors.  Iti  one  of  these 
expeditions  Dr.  Vogel  saw  36  prisoners  cut  to  pieces  alive,  and  of  the  four 
thousand  slaves  carried  off,  ail  women  and  cliildren  under  twelve  years  of  age, 
3,500  died  of  dysentery  and  small  pox  before  they  reached  Kuka.  Tiie  Eng- 
lish JMiger  expedition,  successfully  conducted  by  Dr.  Baikie,  has  opened  com- 
merce in  regions  not  before  visited,  and  added  250  miles  of  the  Chadda  above 
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the  point  reached  by  Allen  and  Oldfield,  to  our  maps.  Mr.  Anderson  has 
visited  Lake  N^ami,  and  Lieut.  Eunon,  with  resolution  seldom  equalled, 
entered  Harvar  and  Berbera,  and  asjain  gone  forth  to  the  inner  sea  of  Uniamcse 
and  the  sources  of  the  Nile.  The  Rev.  Robert  Moffat  lias  spent  seven 
months  in  exploring  a  very  extensive,  beautiful  and  well  watered  country  ; 
while  his  son-in-law.  Dr.  Livingston,  with  Roman  courage,  but  the  spirit  of  an 
apostle,  has  twice  crossed  the  African  continent,  surveyed  and  described  the 
province  of  Angola,  traced  the  courses  of  before  unknown,  but  mighty  rivers, 
crossed  unknown  mountains,  and  studied  nature  and  man  in  vast  regions, 
shrouded  in  the  past  forever  from  the  observation  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
having  through  the  favor  of  Providence  relumed  to  London,  he  invites  Eng- 
land and  all  the  nations  blessed  by  Christianity,  to  make  Africa  a  partaker  of 
the  sublime  truths  and  imperisliable  hopes  of  the  gospel. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  ihe  Rev.  John  Seys,  has  recently  been 
appointed  by  the  President,  agent  for  recaptured  Africans  on*the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, an  office  created  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1819,  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade.- 

Against  this  traffic,  has  this  Society  from  its  origin  borne  a  solemn  testimony, 
and  regarded  its  entire  aboliiion  and  the  civilization  of  Africa  as  among  its  greatest 
and  most  beneficent  anticipated  results.  Never  should  be  forgotten  the  obliga- 
tions of  this  Society  to  the  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Monroe  ;  to  the  former  for  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  the  repeated  liberal  appropriations  by 
wliich  it  has  been  sustained;  to  the  latter  for  that  wise  sagacity  which  enabled  him 
in  executing  most  effectually  these  provisions,  essentially,  to  aid  in  laying  on  the 
shore  of  Afiica  the  permanent  foundations  of  a  free  and  christian  common- 
wealth; and  clearly,  the  amount  expended  in  aid  of  Liberia,  has  far  exceeded 
in  effect  for  the  act  specified,  that  of  any  equal  direct  expenditure  ever  made. 
The  great  endeavors  of  christian  nations  against  this  iniquity  have  availed 
much.  According  to  Mr.  Wilson,  whose  opinion  is  entitled  to  much  respect, 
"  more  than  200U  mile.':  of  sea  coast  has  been  relieved  from  this  scourge  ;  and 
perhaps  more  than  2U,0U0,Uil0  of  human  beings  interiorward,  have  been  re- 
stored to  comparative  peace  and  happiness  by  the  operations  of  the  squadron 
along  the  const."  If  compelled  to  deplore  some  revival  of  this  trade,  and  the 
reported  fitting  out  in  our  own  ports,  of  a  considerable  number  of  vessels 
destined  to  shelter  their  infamy  under  their  country's  flag,  we  may  rejoice  that 
their  occupation,  so  at  war  with  the  true  interests  not  only  of  Africa,  but  of 
mankind,  must  forever  incur  the  condemnation  of  the  civilized  world. 
Nor  injustice  to  its  profound  convictions  of  duly  to  the  human  race,  can  this 
Society  iail  to  express  iis  admiration  of  the  able  and  arduous  labors  com- 
menced in  youth  and  protracted  to  age,  in  both  America  and  Europe,  of  a  dis- 
tinguished son  of  Virginia,  a  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Feiiton  Mercer,  to  secure  the  denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as 
piracy  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Thankful  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  in  all  human  affairs  for  the  measure  of  suc- 
cess whicJi  has  attended  our  efforts,  let  us  see  the  wisdom  of  his  Providence, 
both  in  the  combination  of  causes,  as  well  as  in  the  ordering  of  particular 
events.  In  the  late  discoveries  of  the  great  geographical  features  of  Africa, 
her  various  and  abundant  resources,  her  populous  tribes  and  nations,  in  the 
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multiplication  of  missionary  stations  and  missionary  laborers,  on  nearly  all 
parts  of  her  coast,  and  far  into  the  interior,  in  her  wrongs  and  her  sins,  her 
misery  and  her  capacity,  in  her  dark  and  bloody  history,  her  exiled  childr-n, 
and  her  opening  gates,  let  us  discern  signs  of  her  redemption,  and  motives  for 
our  beneficence.  For  long  ages  is  our  work.  It  may  stand  while  the  world 
stands.  Let  the  people  of  the  United  States  see  and  feel  its  glory.  Sensible 
that  the  greatest  trust  for  humanity  is  committed  to  their  hands,  let  them 
hasten  to  invite  the  broken  tribes  and  mighty  nations  of  Africa  from  her 
deserts  and  her  thickets,  from  her  gloomy  forests  and  darker  habiiations  of 
cruelty  into  the  dominions  of  christian  law  and  the  fold  of  God. 


The  Receipts  of  the  Sociefy,  from  January  1,  io  December  31,  1856, 
ure  as  follows : 


Maine  -         -         -         - 

§l,7iy  37 

Included   in  the  fore- 

New Hampshire, 

1,J3U  01 

going  statement  are  the 

Vermont,       -         .         - 

3ua  ti(j 

following  Items: 

Massachusetts, 

1,42-2  34 

Balance  of  legacy  of  A  u- 

Rhode  Island, 

2,1-25  lU 

gustus  Graham, which 

Connecticut, 

9,^33  31) 

amount    has  been   in- 

New York,  -         -        - 

24,371  41 

vested  in  the  slock  of 

New  .Tersey, 

•S,-2{il   4(i 

the  Corporutiim  of  Al- 

Pennsylvania, 

4,-2m  41) 

exandria,  Va.,       -     - 

$5,000  00 

Delaware,     -         -         - 

5249  97 

Leaving  amount  of  lega- 

Maryland,    -          -         . 

4U5  97 

cies  received  for    the 

Dl^trlct  oi' Columbia,    - 

590  61 

general    ])urposes    of 

Virginia,        ... 

lO.UUU  UU 

the  Society,      ... 

9,675  84 

North  Carolina,    - 

968  59 

Legacy  of  ^10,000  from 

South  Carolina,     - 

1-2'.)  W 

tlie  estate  of  ilie  late 

Georgia,         -         -         - 

5,3-J3  3U 

T.   S.    Flowland,    for 

Alabcuna, 

1,112  50 

the    emanci|)ation    of 

Florida,         .         .         - 

62  60 

slaves  and  their  trans- 

Mississippi, 

2,177  Oil 

piirtation    to    Liberia, 

Louisiana,    .         -         - 

«71  00 

(credited  to  emigrant 

Texas,           .         .         - 

6  00 

account,)      .... 

10,000  00 

Arkansas,      ... 

1  00 

Amount   received    from 

Tennessee,    ... 

1,611  00 

otiier  sources  in  pay- 

Kentucky,    .         -         - 

4, -136  00 

ment     for     emigiants 

Ohio, 

2,6d7  27 

sent  to  Liberia  during 

Indiana,         ... 

34  00 

the  year,      .... 

22,676  09 

Illinois,           -          -         . 

543  08 

Amounts     received    di- 

Missouri,     ... 

313  48 

rectly  from  Siate  So- 

Michigan,     - 

3  50 

cieties— N.Y.  p.OUO; 

Iowa,              ... 

3  00 

N.  .T.  !j5,2,835;   Peim'a 

Wi.-consin,    ... 

806  32 

$1,772.40;       Virginia 

California,     ... 

1  00 

$1,799.75,    -    -     -     - 

9,799  75 

Choctaw  Nation,  . 

188  5U 

Leaving  amount  report- 

Liberia,        ... 

1  00 

ed      by    agents     and 

Fieight,         ... 

211  5] 

otherwise  received,    - 

22,102  47 

Do.             ... 

842  07 

81,388  41 

AMUAL  MEETING. 


The  Fortieth  Annual  Meetino;  of  this  Society  was  held,  accordino'  to  ad- 
journment, nt  the  office  of  tlie  Society  in  Wasiiino^ton  City,  on  the  20th  ot' 
Janu.iry,  IS")?.  Tlie  President  of  the  Society,  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.,  in 
the  chair. — The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev,  B.  J.  Haight, 
D.  D.,  of  New  York. 

Tiie  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meetins:  were  read. 

•T,  H.  B.  Latrobe,  E.<q.,  was  elected  President  of  the  Society  ;  and  the 
Vice  Presidents  of  the  last  year,  were  re-elected  witli  the  additional  names  of 
John  Knickerbacker,  of  New  York,  and  Richard  Hoff,  of  Georgia. 

Owing;  to  the  great  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  few  of  the  Directors  or 
friends  of  the  Society  were  present,  and  much  doubt  existing  whether  the  gen- 
tlemen expected  to  speak  at  tlie  public  meetinii:  would  nrrive  in  time,  the  Society 
adjourned  to  tlie  tliird  Tuesday  in  .Tan  ,  ]8r>8,  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  with  the 
understanding  that  should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  hold  the  public  meeting, 
the  Society  should  meet  for  that  purpose,  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee or  Board  of  Directors.  The  minutes  v.ere  then  read  and  approved, 
and  the  meeting  closed  with  fuayer. 

The  public  meeting  of  ihe  Society  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  January 
23d,  1857,  in  Wesley  Chapel,  at  7  o'clock,  when  the  President,  J.  H.  B. 
Latrobe,  Esq.,  took  the  chair.  At  tlie  request  of  the  President,  the  Rev. 
.T.  N.  Daxforth,  D  D  ,  involved  the  Divine  blessing  upon  the  Society,  and 
upon  the  proceeding-^  of  the  occasion.  The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the 
Corresi'onding  Secretary,  Mr.  GrRi  ey. 

From  the  financial  branch  of  the  report  it  appears  that  the  receipts  of  ilie 
Society  for  tiie  past  year  were  §8L3-17,  and  expenditures  *(79,394,  leaving  a 
bilance  of  §1,9.52  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Cummi.vs  addressed  the  meetins:  in  an  eloquent  speech,  in 
■which  lie  showed  thiit  by  God 's  providence  the  sable  African  is  indissolubly 
linked  to  the  car  of  the  Anglo-Anie ricaii,  to  be  borne  forward  at  length  throui;h 
toil  and  labor  to  a  useful  and  happy  destiny  in  his  nntive  Afiica.  In  the  course 
of  his  ri-marks  Dr.  Cummins  alludtd  to  the  name  of  "  Liberia  "as  having 
been  due  to  the  invention  of  the  present  Pre.>ident,  Mv,  Latrobe.  After  Dr. 
C.  had  concluded  — 

Mr,  Latrobf.  rose  and  asked  to  place  that  matter  right,  and  thus  to  disclaim 
the  paternity  of  the  title.  He  said  that  when  he  was,  many  years  ago,  a  student 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Geii.  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  a  warm  friend  of  Liberia, 
Dr.  Eli  Ayres,  who  had  accompanied  Cafitain  Stockton  at  the  purchase  of 
Cape  Mesurado  from  the  natives,  and  v.ho  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  office, 
was  a.-ked  by  General  Harjier  lo  j^ive  him  some  idea  of  the  gengraphy,  &c.,  of 
the  s- me.  1'liis  Dr.  A  vies  tlid,i)y  markinic  the  capes, bays,  &:c.,  on  ;>  .shett  of 
I  aper  with  one  of  his  fiiis:<-r  nails.  From  these  very  rouuh  elements,  Mr. 
Latidl'e,  at  General  Harpei's  request,  prepared  a  map,  wiiich  being  corrected 
accordinir  to  Dr.  Ayres' ineivioi  y,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cone,  then 
an  engraver  in  Babimore,  but  since  an  eminent  Baptist  minister.  The  map 
■when  engraved  needed  •'  lettering,"  and  a  proof  was  sent  to  General  Harper  for 
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the  purpose.  The  General  proposed  tlifit  as  Mr.  Latrobe  had  prepared  the 
map,  he  should,  at  all  events,  unite  in  naming  the  principal  places  and  features 
of  it;  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  should  be  done  alternately,  General  Harper 
beginning.  The  first  thing  to  be  fixed  was  t'ne  name  of  the  country,  and  several 
were  proposed,  and  amongst  them  "  Fredonia;"  but  ad  were  objectionable  for 
some  reason  or  other,  when  General  Harper  asked  what  was  the  Latin  word  for  a 
"free  man."  Finding  that  it  v/as  '*  Liber,"  he  then  asked  why  it  would  not 
do  to  call  the  colony  Liberia  ?  He  was  answered  that  it  would  do  exceedingly 
well,  and  the  name  was  accordingly  adopted.  In  his  turn  Mr.  Latrobe  proposed 
<<  Monroe  "  as  the  name  of  the  capital  of  Liberia,  to  which  General  Harper 
objected,  as  it  was  not  Latinized  like  the  name  of  the  country  itself.  It  was  easy 
then  to  make  the  name  "  Monrovia,"  and  so  it  has  since  stood. 

These  interesting  statements,  told  by  Mr.  Latrobe  in  a  very  pleasant  way, 
were  received  with  hearty  cheeis. 

The  meeting  was  then  closed  by  a  benediction  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurlet. 
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The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  met  the  20th 
January.  1857,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  in  the  Aldermen's  Room,  in  the  City  Hall, 
City  of  Washington. 

On  account  of  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  few  delegates 
were  present,  A  quorum,  liowever,  being  in  attendance,  the  Board  proceeded 
to  business. 

Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  of  New  York,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  was  chosen 
chairman,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  secretary 
pro  tern. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  R,  R.  Gurley,  • 

Rev.  W.  McLain,  Rev.  Dr,  Smith,  and  Rev,  Dr,  G.  D.  Cummins,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  credentials,  who  reported  the  following  delegate.s 
present,  viz: 

Rev.  B.  J.  Haight,  D.  D.,  from  the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society; — 
Rev.  G.  D.  Cummins,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  D.  S.  Doggett, 
D.  D.,  from  the  Virginia  Colcnization  Society; — and  Rev.  B.  Sunderland, 
D.  D.,  from  the  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Rev.  W.  McLain  and  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Life  Directors,  and  W.  Gunton, 
Esq.,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  were 
present. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  McLain,  the  reading  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  annua!  meeting  of  the  Board  was  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  the 
Board. 

After  some  conference,  on  motion,  it  was  voted.  That,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  the  appointed  speakers,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the 
public  meeting  of  the  Society,  this  evening,  be  postponed  till  further  notice. 

On  motion,  voted.  That  the  further  business  before  the  Board  be  postponed. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

G.  W.  Samson,  Sec'tj  ])ro  itin. 

Yv'f.dnesdav,  Jan.  21,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. 

President  Latrobe  appeared  and  took  the  chair. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  the  minutes  of  the  session  yesterday 
were  read  and  approved. 

The  Rev.  G.  W.  Samson  having  declined  to  act  further  as  secretary,  on 
account  of  pastoral  engagements,  the  Rev.  Dr..  B.  J.  Haight,  of  New  York, 
was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

The  follov/ing  delegates  appeared  and  took  their  seats,  viz:  Hon.  J.  A. 
Rockwell  and  Hon.  L.  F.  S.  Foster,  from  the  Connecticut  Colonization  Society; 
Rev.  John  Maclean,  D.  D.,  Life  Director,  and  delegate  from  the  New  Jersey 
Colonization  Society;  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Life  Director,  and  delegate  from 
the  New  York  State  Colonization  Society,  and  Rufus  Reed,  Esq.,  delegate  from 
isajd  Society;  and  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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On  motion,  the  reading  of  tiie  proceedings  of  the  last  annual  meeting,  and 
of  the  adjourned  meeting  in  Marcli,  was  dispensed  witli. 

The  annual  Report  of  tlie  Society  was  tlien  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 

TJie  annual  Statement  of  ihe  Executive  Committee  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  then  read  by  the  Rev.  W.  ?vIcLain,  Financial  Secretary,  and,  on  motion, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  following  communication  was  received  and  read: 

Colonization  Officf.,  Indiana, 

Indianapolis,  Jan.  13,  1S57. 
The  President  and  Hoard  of  Directorsof  the  A.  C.  S. 

Genti.f.mkn:  The  bearer,  Rev.  James  iMitchell,  the  Secretary  of  our  State 
Roard  of  Colonization,  will  represent  our  views  and  v.-ishes  in  regard  to  the 
enterprise  of  colonization,  so  far  as  you  may  wish  to  l<now  our  views  thereon. 

Yours  respectfully, 

AsilBF.L  P     WlH.ARO, 

Pres.  Slate  Board  of  Colonization. 
John  \V.  Dodp, 
ftk  .-Auditor  of  State. 

Daniel  IVI'CLimK, 

Secrelary  of  State. 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  James  ?.Iitchell  be  invited  to  a  seat  in  this  Board  during 
its  present  session. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  in  part,  as 
follows: 

Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  of  N.  J.,  Rev.  Dr.  Sun- 
derland, and  iVIr,  Underwood. 

Committee  on  Jlcconnts — Afessrs.Pinney,  Rockwell,  and  Cummins. 

Commillee  onJlgencies — Messrs.  Guriey,  Samson,  and  Reed. 

The  following  communication  was  received,  read,  and  on  motion  referred 
to  tlie  Standing  Committee  on  Agencies: 

VfASHiNGTON   Jan.  '22,  1857. 
To  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors  ofthe  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlejien:  We  respectfully  represent,  that  it  is  tlie  intention  ofthe  Indiana 
State  Board  of  Colonization,  to  immediately  put  in  motion  a  system  of  active 
B2;encies  in  our  State,  and  as  it  is  desiral)le  that  harmony  should  exist  between 
all  the  friends  of  African  colonization,  we  hope  that  it  will  appear  advisable  aiuJ 
prudent  in  your  estimation,  to  gram,  us  the  entire  field  in  said  Stale;  in  which 
event  our  officers  and  agents  shall  strictly  account  to  you  for  all  funds  donated 
tlirough  them  to  your  Society  by  such  persons  as  may  wish  to  give  that  direction 
to  their  donations. 

Yours  respectfully, 

.T.  Mitchell, 
Cor.  Sec.  Ind.  State  Board  of  Col'n. 

On  motion,  the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  of  the  Society's  ship,  tlie  J\jarij  Caroline 
Stevens,  as  presented  in  the  Statement  ofthe  Executive  Committee,  and  m  the 
annual  Report,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  and  Rev.  W.  McLain,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  G.  D.  Cummins, 

Kesolved,  That  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held  to-morrow 
evening  at  liall  past  seven  o'clock. 

The  minutes  of  this  morning's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  Board  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Thursday,  Jan.  22,9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     President  La. robe  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.Gurley. 

Hon.  \V.  L.  Underwood  and  Rev.  A.  M.  Cowan,  delegates  from  the  Ken- 
tucky Colonization  Society,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Board  the  following  report  from  the  trustees 
of  the  ship  J\Iary  Caroline  Stevens: 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  »4m.  Col.  Society: 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  late  John  Stevens, 
of  Talbot  county,  Maryland,  under  a  deed  dated  on  the  26th  February,  ]856, 
and  to  whom  was  transferred  the  fund  of  §,36,000  which  he  gave,  that  a  ship 
might  be  built  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report: 

The  facts  connected  with  thPdonation,  the  building,  the  launching,  and  the 
sailing  on  her  first  voyage  of  the  ship  in  question,  called,  as  desired  by  Mr. 
Stevens,  after  his  daughter — the  J\]ary  Caroline  Stevens — are  so  well  known 
to  the  Board  that  it  is  unnecessary,  here,  to  recapitulate  them.  The  report  of 
Dr.  James  Hall,  one  of  the  trustees,  and  their  special  representative  in  the 
details  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  disbursement  of  their  funds,  is  appended 
hereto,  and  will  afford  the  information  which,  at  this  time,  may  be  desirable. 
The  trustees  have  not  yet  collected  all  the  securities  assigned  to  them  by 
Mr.  Stevens,  and  until  this  is  done,  their  accounts  must  necessarily  remain 
open,  and  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  make  a  final  report.  They  have 
reason  to  believe,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  long:  before  their  collections  will 
be  completed,  when  they  propose,  in  addition  to  the  repoit  which  will  then  be 
made,  to  hand  to  the  Board  a  volume  which  they  have  had  prepared,  and  in 
which  .will  be  found  recorded,  not  only  their  own  proceedings,  Ijul  the  entire 
correspondence,  as  well  that  which  was  held  with  Mr.  Stevens,  by  any  person 
touching  his  donation,  as  that  wliich  grew,  otherwise,  out  of  the  duties  of 
the  trustees;  the  whole  forming  a  narrative  not  without  its  interest,  and  which, 
the  trustees  feel  sure,  will  be  preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  Board  as 
bearing  lionorable  testimony  to  the  character  and  Uberality  of  a  Gentleman 
OF  Maryland. 

In  the  interim,  however,  there  is  one  point  to  which  the  trustees  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board.  The  trust  they  hold,  they  look  upon  as 
technical  in  its  terms  and  character,  now  that  the  vessel  has  been  built  and  is 
in  charge  of  a  captain  appointed  by  the  Board,  to  which  she  was  in  fact  delivered 
by  the  trustees  when  he  took  possession  of  her.  This  being  so,  the  future  man- 
agement of  the  ship,  in  port  and  out  of  port,  will  devolve  on  the  Board  and 
tlie  Executive  Committee;  and  the  trustees,  while  they  continue  in  existence 
as  holding  the  legal  title  to  the  ship,  and  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  her  ap- 
propriated .to  the  uses  for  which  she  was  built,  respectfully  suggest  that  she 
may  be  considered  by  the  Board  as  hereafter  under  the  charge  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society;  on  wliich  devolves,  through  its  proper  officers,  to  carry  out, 
in  her  use,  the  intentions  of  the  donor. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  Joh.v  H.  B.  Latrob*e, 

Chairman,  i^'c. 

On  motion,  this  report  was  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the  Society's 
ship. 

The  President  announced  the  remainder  of  the  Standing  Committees,  aa 
follows: 
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Commillee  o?i  Finance — Messrs.  W.  McLain,  DoggeU,  and  Cowan. 

Commiltee  on  Jhixiliary  Societies — Messrs.  Cummins,  McLain,  and  Rockwell. 

Committee  on  Eini^ralion — Messrs.  Tracy,  Gurley,  and  Samson. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the  annual  Report  of  the  Society  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three,  for  revision,  with  a  view  to  its  publica- 
tion, and  to  designate  portions  to  be  read  at  the  anniversary  celebration  this 
evening. 

Rev.  Mr.  Piriney,  Dr.  Maclean,  and  Mr.  Reed,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  informed  that,  in  the  view 
of  this  Hoard,  American  commerce  as  well  as  humanity,  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  prosecution  and  ccmipletion  by  the  government  of  the  explorations  of 
the  countries  interior  from  Liberia,  as  commenced  under  direction  of  the  Navy 
Department  by  Lt.  Lynch,  and  that  if  be  respectfully  suggested  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  that  should  he  be  pleased  to  instruct  the  commander  of  our  squadron 
on  the  African  coast,  alone  or  in  company  with  some  duly  appointed  agent 
of  the  government,  to  visit  and  examine  various  points  of  that  coast,  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  the  harbors  and  rivers,  the  character  of  the  people,  the 
productions  and  resources  of  the  countries  thus  visited,  their  advantages  for 
trade,  and  make  full  report  on  these  subjects  to  the  government,  great  benefit 
might  be  secured  to  our  commerce  and  to  the  cause  of  African  civilization. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Agencies  presented  a  report  upon  the  commu- 
nication from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  State  Board  of 
Colonization. 

It  having  been  moved  to  accept  this  report,  after  a  very  long  discussion,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Samson  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject  back  to  the  commillee 
for  further  consideration,  to  which  motion  the  Board  did  not  agree. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haight,  the  further  consideration  of  the  motion 
to  accept  the  report  was  postponed  until  this  afternoon. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean  presented  the  following  report  from  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Ptelations  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions — 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  B  >ard  have  learned,  with  the  highest  satisfaction, 
that  a  treaty  of  c<mimerce  and  amity  has  been  recently  made  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  Liberia  and  Cape  Palmas;  and  they  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  treaty 
is  the  precurser  of  a  closer  alliance  between  tliese  two  governments;  and  that 
a  federal  government,  after  the  model  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  like  the 
lat'er  capable  of  indefinite  expansion,  will  soon  be  organized  by  the  free  and 
independent  states  already  esiablished  upon  the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  delight  to  the  friends  of  African 
colonization,  that  the  Republic  of  Liberua  has  received  from  several  of  the 
leading  governments  of  Europe  assurances  of  tiieir  friendly  feelings;  and  that 
the  Republic  has  been  enabled  to  form  with  these  governments,  and  also  with 
the  free  cities  of  Europe,  tretities  of  commerce,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms. 

3.  Rfsolved,  That  this  Board  feel  assured  that  the  kindest  feelings  are 
emert  ined  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Republics  of  Western 
Africa;  and  that  the  lime  is  not  far  distant  when  our  government  will  give  more 
direci  evidence  of  these  kind  feelirgs  than  they  have  yei  done,  by  a  distinct 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  these  Republics:— the  delay  in  this  matter 
not  being  the  result  of  any  hostile  feeling  on  the  part  of  our  people  and  govern- 
ment to  these  Republics,  but  arising  from  the  peculiar  stale  of  things  for 
a  few  years  past  among  ourselves. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  ;iiitl  the  resolutions  recommended 
therein  adnnted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  T  Iiat  when  this  Board  adjourn  it  adjouro  to  meet  in 
the  Colonization  Rooms  this  afternoon  at  5  o'clock. 

'J'iie  Board  then,  on  motion,  adjourned. 

Afternoon  Session,  Jan.  22,  5  o'clock  P.  J\I. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  minutes  of  this  morning's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Tlie  Board  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Agencies  relative  to  tiie  appiicaiion  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Indiana  Board. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  referred  back  to  tlie  committee,  wlio  subsequently 
presented  their  report  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mitchell.  Secretary 
of  tlie  Sta'e  Colonization  Board  of  Indiana,  respectfully  report,  that  existing, 
as  then:  ever  luis  done,  very  friendly  relations  between  this  Board  and  tliat  in 
Indiana,  it  has  not  been  supposed  that  the  aijent  appointed  for  that  State  would 
interfere  with  any  arrangements  of  the  Indiana  Board;  that  it  is  understood 
that  the  Indiana  Board  designs  to  act  through  and  mainly  by  the  agency  of 
this  Society,  in  the  colonization  enterprise;  and  therefore,  before  any  decided 
action  on  die  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell  is  taken,  it  is  impiMiani  that 
the  Board  should  ascenain  more  fully  the  exact  plans  nf  the  Stale  Board. 

The  committee  recommend  die  adoption  of  the  following  re-soluiions: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognize  it  as  a  settled  principle  of  their  action 
to  allow  each  State  Society  auxiliary  to  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
to  tnke  the  entire  charge  and  control  of  the  collection  of  Kinds,  including  the 
appoiniing  of  agents,  within  its  own  borders. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  learn  with  pleasure  of  the  resuscitation  of 
the  Indiana  State  Colonization  Society,  or  of  the  formation  of  a  new  state  aux- 
iliary society  in  that  State,  and  will  cheerfully  accord  thereto  the  right  specified 
in  tlie  preceding  resolution. 

II.  R.  GuRLEY,  C'lairtnan. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  recommended  therein 
were  adopted. 

The  Standing  Comniiitee  on  Accounts  presented  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  having  examined  tlie  vouchers  of  tlie  Treasurer,  find  them 
correct  so  far  as  the  casli  account  is  stated,  and  not  doubting  the  bonds  and 
cash  on  hand  to  be  correctly  stated,  have  certified  the  same. 

They  would  append  three  suggestions,  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  as  follows: 

First.  Risoived,  That  the  financial  year  shall  close  on  the  20lli  day  of  De- 
cember of  each  year. 

Secondly.  Risolvtd,  That  whatever  funds  are  received  by  the  Treasurer  for 
the  use  ot  the  Society  be  carefully  and  fully  reported  each  month  in  the  African 
Repository. 

J'Idrdly.  Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  Slate  Societies,  in  co-operation 
and  with  consent  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Society,  fit  out  ex[ieditions 
or  expend  money  for  education,  or  in  any  other  appropriate  way,  the  same  when 
reported  with  satisfactory  vouchers  shall  be  entered  by  the  Treasurer  as  a  cash 
account,  both  on  the  credit  and  debtor  side. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.   B,  PiNNET. 
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OfficPis. — Report  on  the  Ship. 


On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  proposed  were  adopted. 

The  special  committee  on  the  Annual  Report  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted: 

The  committee  have  read  the  whole  Report  with  arreat  interest,  and  would 
recommend  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  publication. 

Tliey  recommend  tliat  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to  read 
such  portions  at  the  meeting  tliis  evening  as  may  in  his  judgment  be  most 
interesting. 

They  would  further  recommend  that  the  total  sums  contributed  by  each 
State  through  the  year  ISofj,  be  published  in  connection  witli  the  Annual 
Report. 

J.    B.  PlNN-EY. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  nominate  Secretaries  and  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Rev.  Drs.  Sunderland,  Doggett,  and  Haiglit,  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

The  committee  nominated  the  following  named  gentlemen,  ivho  were  duly 
elected: 

Corresponding  Secrelary,  Rev.  R.R.Gurlet. 
Financial  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  McLain. 
Taveling  Secretary,  Rev.  John  Orcutt. 
Recording  Secretary,  J.  W.  Lugen'beel,M.  D. 
ExeciUive  Committee,  Harvey   Likdsly,    M.    D.,    Hon.    E.    Whittlesey, 
Joseph  H.  Bradley,  Esq.,  A.  0.  Dayton,  Esq.,  William  Gunton,   Esq., 
W.  W.  Seato.v,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  W.  Saimson. 

The  special  committee  on  the  Society's  ship  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  appended  thereto  were  adopted: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report  and 
the  Statement  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  relates  to  the  new  packet  ship, 
report. 

That  in  the  narrative  of  events  connected  with  this  generous  gift,  wliich 
marks  an  era  in  the  Society's  aflairs,  they  find  occasion  of  gratitude  to  God 
and  of  gra'uiation  among  tlie  friends  of  colonization,  as  well  as  special  cause 
of  admiracion  toward  the  liberal  bentfeicior  of  the  Society,  and  toward  the  mag- 
nanimous disinterestedness  of  those  iijiUiential  friends  of  colonization  in  AJary- 
land  who  co-operated  in  securing  the  donation  in  trust  to  tins  Society. 

As  a  permanent  expression  of  the  sentiments  enteitanied  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  on  this  subject,  the  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoptim 
of  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved,  Tliai  this  Board  have  learned  wi:h  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  the 
noble  and  generous  purpose  of  the  late  John  Stevens,  deceased,  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  this  Board  a  new  and  valuable  ship  to  ply  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Liberia,  has  been  fully  carried  into  effect;  and  that  the  Alary  CarolineStevens 
has  sailed  upon  her  first  voyage,  with  the  prayers  and  the  best  wishes  of  the 
friends  of  the  colonization  cause. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  tender  their  heartiest  thanks  to  Messrs.  John  H. 
B.  Latrobe,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  and  James  Hall,  Trustees  of  the  Stevens 
donation,  for  their  most  valuable  services  in  carrying  into  etfect  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  late  Air.  Stevens,  with  respect  to  the  disbursement  of  funds  entrusted 
to  their  care  for  the  building  of  the  vessel,  to  be  held  by  them  in  trust  for 
ths  American  Colonization  Society. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  their  obliga- 
tions to  the  Managers  of  the  Alaryland  Colonization  Society — to  Alessrs.  F. 
W.  Brune,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  other  friends  in  Baltimore,  for  their  liberal 
contributions,  and  for  the  lively  interest  they  have  manifested  in  the  building 
and  in  the  equipment  of  the  Society's  vessel. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Board  higlily  approves  of  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  insuring  the  Mary  Caroline  Stevens,  for  the  sum  nf  forty 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  the  Cnmmiitee  be  instructed  to  continue  the 
insurance  from  year  to  year,  to  the  full  value  of  the  ship. 

Resolved,  That,  the  Ci'mmittee  be  instructed  to  employ  Dr.  James  Hall,  or 
some  other  suitable  person,  at  Baltimore,  as  an  agent  to  have  the  charge  of  the 
JVlary  Caroline  Stevens;  for  such  commissions  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  agent  and  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  record  with  very  great  pleasure  their  deep  gratitude 
toward  their  liberal  benefactor,  the  late  John  Stevens,  of  Talbot  County, 
Maryland,  for  his  generous  response  to  our  appeal  for  a  fund  to  build  a 
Liberia  Packet  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  by  a  donation  of  thirty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

Resfilved,  That  the  disinterested  and  protracted  services  of  Dr.  James  Hall, 
agent  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  in  siiperinte)iding  the  buildmg  of 
the  packet,  are  acknowledged  as  having  laid  the  Society  under  weighty  obli- 
gations, and  eminently  entitling  him  to  our  thanks. 

J.  B.  PixNEY,  Chairmnn. 

On  motion,  it-  was 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  Corresponding  and  Financial  Secretaries 
for  the  ensuing  year  be  referred  to  the  E.xecative  Committee,  with  power. 

The  Board  then  took  a  recess  in  order  to  attend  tne  anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  Society. 

The  Board  re-assembled,  after  the  public  exercises  in  Wesley  Chapel. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognise  in  the  liberal  contributions  to  aid  and 
develope  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  sugar  in  Liberia  made  by  H.  M. 
ScheifTfclin,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  to  whom  Liberia  is  chiefly  indebted  for  the 
first  sieam  sugar  mill,  and  for  many  articles  for  farming  purposes,  such  as 
waggons,  carts,  yokes,  chains,  &c,,  shipped  by  him  to  Liberia  in  1856,  an 
instance  of  the  highest  beneficence  towards  Liberia  and  m  a  direction  of  the 
very  first  importance. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  be  presented  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Society  ai.d  the  Executive  Committee,  for  their  valuable  and  eflicient  services. 

The  resolution  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  this  morning,  proposing  a 
communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  reference  to  explorations  in 
Africa,  was  called  up,  and  adopted;  and  the  Executive  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  cariying  it  into  effect. 

A  report  from  Capt.  George  Barker,  an  agent  of  the  Society,  was  presented, 
and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  minutes  of  this  evening's  session  were  then  read  and  approved. 

After  prayer,  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

John  H,  B.  Latrobe, 
President. 
Benj_  J.  Haight,  Secretary, 
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Report  of  the  Traveling  Secretary. 

Extracts  from  Capt,  George  Barker's  Report. 

pROviDEKCE,  R.  T.,  Jan.  1S57. 
Gentlemen  and  Friends: — You  have  my  report  of  agency  for  the  American 
Colonization  Society  for  the  year  1856.     I  have  collected  in  Rhode  Island,  Mas- 
sachusetts, New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  tiie  following  sums,  viz: — 

RciiOiilury.  Donnlions. 

Rhode  Island,  -         -         -  ^181.00  §1,791  00 

M:issachuseits,        -         -         -  17. (JO  12G.0I) 

New  Hampshire,    -         -         .  133.00  255.00 

Maine,  ....  ye  00  1,244.37 


427.00  3,U(i47 

Making  a  total  of  $3,843.47.  J  have  received  as  compensation  §947.82.  My 
exfienses,  viz:  postage,  stationery,  publishing,  board,  and  traveling  expe^se^, 
$424.74,  which  leaves  me  for  self  and  family  support  $523  08. 

I  have  sent  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  $2,895. G5.  I  wish  it  was  quad- 
rupled. There  is  an  increasing  interest  in  the  good  cause;  had  it  not  been  for 
the  agiiat(*d  late  presidential  campaign  more  money  would  have  been  realized. 
There  is  abundant  occasion  for  gratitude  that  the  Society  has  been  so  highly 
prospered;  a  fine  new  ship,  over  four  hundred  good  emigrants,  two  large  Re- 
ceptacles, and  the  highly  interesting  and  prosperous  posiiio.i  of  the  Republic  of 
Liberia,  not  keeping  out  of  sight  the  College  frame  sent  from  Boston.  The 
•wo'-k  you  are  engaged  in  is  a  holy  work,  and  I  trust  the  Lord  will  enable  yuu 
to  consummate  it.  *  *  i^  »  *  *  » 


lieport  of  Rev.  John  OrouU,  Traveling  Secretary 

Kartford,  Cossh.,  January  15,  1857. 
Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor.  Sec.  Ji.  C.  S. 

Dear  Sir: — As  Traveling  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  Board  of  Directors  will  expect  from  me  a  report  of  my  labors  the  past  year. 

Owing  to  a  failure  to  obtain  a  suitable  person  to  take  my  place  as  agent  for 
Connecticut  until  September,  it  seemed  desirable  that  I  should  spend  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  first  half  of  the  year  as  collecting  agent  in  this  State. 
The  amount  contributed  in  the  State  during  this  period  was  $3,660.G2. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  State  in  1853,  for  the  transportation  of  emi- 
grants to  Liberia,  being  chiefly  expended,  an  application  was  made  to  the 
le"-islature  at  its  last  session  for  another  similar  appropriation,  which  was 
granted  in  a  sum  of  $1,000— giving  for  the  transportation  and  benefit  of  each 
emigrant  seventy-five  dollars,  instead  of  fifty  as  before  provided. 

Though  Connecticut  has  participated  with  tlie  other  stales  in  the  political 
excitements  of  the  year,  which  for  the  lime  operated  against  us,  she  has  fur- 
nished two  valuable  emigrants,  and  has  paid  into  your  treasury,  including  a 
legacy  of  $5,000,  between  jiine  rt>i(Z  ten  tkousand  dollars;  and  by  the  judicious 
und  faithful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Warren,  who  has  succeeded  me,  we  may 
confidently  expect  the  state  fully  to  sustain  any  charitable  reputation  she  has 
acquired  in  this  behalf. 
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Kepnrt  of  tlie  Travclina  Secretary. 


My  labors  out  of  Connecticut  have  bepn  confined  to  the  other  New  England 
Stales,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say,  I  have  been  treated 
Vv'ith  nnuch  respect  and  kindness  wherever  I  have  been,  and  have  fiund  many 
v/arm  friends  to  sympathise  and  co-operate  with  me  in  the  work.  To  all  such 
I  would  here  tender  my  most  hearty  thanks. 

0,\  account  of  the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  it  was  thought  best  to 
defer  any  attempt  to  form  new  societies,  or  to  do  mucii  by  way  of  public  ad- 
dress unless  it  be  on  ihe  Sabbath.  To  collect  an  audience  during  the  week 
LTierely  for  coloiiizaiion  purposes,  was  found  to  be  no  easy  thing.  VVhile^ 
therefore,  1  have  endeavored  to  keep  ihe  cause  ftivorably  before  the  community 
by  puljlishing  interesting  facts  connected  with  its  progress,  and  by  a  free  dis- 
tribution of  printed  documents  on  the  subject,  it  has  been  my  leading  object  to 
reach  as  many  people  as  1  could  by  inibiic  address  on  the  Sabbath;  and  I 
have  been  permitted  to  present  the  cause  in  some  of  its  aspects  to  fifty  or  more 
of  the  largest  congregations  in  Xew  England — usually  preaching  twice,  and 
often  three  times,  the  same  day.  I  have  visited  for  this  purpose,  and  have  been 
admitted  into  important  churches  in  Providence,  Newport,  Brunswick,  Port- 
land, Manchester,  Concord,  Burlington,  Middlebuty,  Castleton,  Brattleboro', 
Springfield,  Worcester,  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  and  Boston — not  to  mention 
several  smaller  towns  where  f  have  been  welcomed. 

In  mosL  of  these  churches  the  subject  had  not  been  presented  for  many 
years,  in  some  of  them,  never. 

Jn  regard  to  obtaining  funds,  the  last  lias  been  the  hardest  year  I  have 
eriperienced  in  the  service — not  so  much  from  a  want  of  interest  in  the  cause 
as  from  an  excess  of  interest  in  something  else.  The  whole  amount  of  my 
collections  falls  a.  little  short  of  $5, 01)0;  a  portion  of  which  v/as  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  State  societies  where  it  was  collected,  and  not  reported  by  me 
to  the  Parent  Society. 

By  special  invitation  1  was  present  and  made  an  address  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Maine  State  Colonization  Society  at  Bath.  Also  at  a  meeting  of 
the  JVletholist  Conference  held  at  Gardiner,  Bishop  Waugh  presiding. 

This  Conference  embraces  about  half  of  the  State,  and  v/as  fully  attended. 
I  was  kindly  allowed  by  that  body  to  occupy  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the  ad- 
T'.'ocacy  of  the  cause.  1  also  attended  and  addressed  the  anniversary  of  the 
Vermont  State  Colonization  Society  at  iVIontpelier,  at  vi^hich,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  state,  the  Rev.  JT  K,  Converse  vi:as  appointed  their  agent.  Mr. 
Converse  will  devote  his  time  to  the  work,  and  from  his  thorough  acquaint, 
ance  witli  the  subject,  and  his  high  reputation  in  the  state,  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  cause  will  prosper  in  that  community,  I  have  been 
present  and  allowed  a  word  in  favor  of  the  object  at  several  other  public  gath- 
erings; but  I  regard  my  Sabbath  efforts  as  by  far  the  most  efficient  for  good. 
This  remark  I  would  have  cover  the  entire  period  of  my  agency.  Eacli 
succeeding  year  of  service  has  deepened  the  conviction  that  little  comparatively 
can  be  accomplished  in  behalf  of  the  cause  without  access  to  the  pulpit  on  thfe 
Sabbath. 

There  is  a  viev/ of  the  suljject  adapted  to  disabuse  the  mind  of  jirejudice 
and  awaken  an  interest,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  congenial  with  the  holy 
day.  If  this  view  could  be  presented  in  every  pulpit,  the  work  would  go 
forward  with  greatly  increased  progress.     We  need  a  preaching  and  a  col- 
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lecfing  ngency:  (hey  m;n'  or  may  not  be  combined  in  (he  same  person;  but 
Jet  tlie  soiver  go  before  tlie  rioprr.  One  reason  wh)'  Boston  has  not  doublecf 
and  quadrupled  her  coniribuiions  to  this  object  is,  the  jieople  need  light  whirh 
can  be  imparted  only  from  the  pulpit — for  liie  very  good  reason,  ihey 
can  be  reached  nowhere  else.  The  same  is  true  of  other  places.  J  believe- 
there  i.s  much  land  yet  to  be  possessed  by  us  mainly  through  the  pulpit. 
Would  that  each  pastor  felt  a  sufficient  inlerest  in  llie  cause  to  build  the  portioo 
of  the  wall  over  against  his  own  iiousj.  It  has  been  intinialed  that  one  very 
respectable  denomination  of  christians  in  Connecticut  will  soon  iiiulertake 
this  work.     May  others  do  likewise! 

I  do  confidently  anticipate  better  times.  I  shall  be  diaappointed  if  the  receipts 
of  the  Society  should  not  be  much  increased  tiie  coming  year.  In  my  appre- 
liension,  the  public  mind  is  prepared  to  look  at  this  mailer  of  coloi>ization  with 
more  favor;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  interesting  events  connected  with 
its  progress  the  past  year,  are  themselves  most  eloquent  appeals  in  its  behalf. 
Few  have  been  the  years  of  its  history,  containing  more  to  encourage  and 
less  to  dishearten  its  friends.  It  is  true  the  Society  h;is  been  obliged  to  contend 
with  pecuniary  embarrassment  and  some  other  undesirable  things;  but  these 
sliould  be  regarded  as  mere  eddies  in  a  stream  whose  course  is  onward. 

What  great  scheme  of  philanihopy  las  had  fewer  obstacles  to  encounter  ■" 

African  colonization,  be  it  remembered,  is  no  longer  a  mere  abstract  theoryj 
it  is  a  practical  reality;  a  great  facf,  sianding  out  in  bold  relief  for  the  in- 
spection and  instruction  ot  the  civilized  woild.  The  first  chapters  of  its  history 
are  given  to  the  firesent  generation;  the  remaining  ones  are  reserved  for  the- 
perusal  and  admiration  of  generations  r.o  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

Jno.  Orcbtt^ 
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Explorjitioii  cf  the  Nigei% 

TiEV.  THOMAS  .5KFFERSON  nO\VI':\''S  Mn'TER  TO  TIIF,  COrvIMITTF.E  O.V 
CO.MMEItCK  IN  TUl:;  HOUSE  OF  Ul:;riIESE\TATIVES. 

TiiK  aulltor  of  iliis  I-etter  lias  greatly  distins^.jjslied  himself  by  his  bold  and 
i:iei>-everin^-  exjiiofatioii  vA'  a  •re;;';i)ii  of  Africa  liit'ieito  but  jiitie  known,  and 
by  Ills  wise  measures  to  nianl  ihe  Clirisiian  Cliuich  aivii(.i  ilie  p(i]>Lil«us  ciiits 
of  Yornba.  We  tvusi  the  iHfunuaiimi  lie  bruigs  froiu  tiiat  country,  and  tlie 
views  lie  submits  of  its  commerciil  reourees,  will  secure  f rota  nur  i^oveni- 
nienl  the  object  he  deems  so  ipjpoilaii: — an  Exploration  of  the  Nigep,. 

Washington,  February  4,  1857. 
'Dear  Sir: — 

Your  net's  of  yesterday  has  beeii  brough.t  in  this  monHiij,  and  I  proceed  at 
once  to  answer  your  enquiries. 

The  extensive  country  of  Sudan,  or  Central  Africii,  lyin^  on  botli  sides  of 
liie  Niger,  is  very  dillerent  in  most  lesjiects  from  Western  Africa,  or  Guinea, 
The  surface  of  the  country  is  generally  undulating,  tlie  soil  niove  or  less  pro. 
duciive,  the  streams  numerous,  clear  and  rocky,  and  the  scenery  beaudfui. 
iMfjst  of  tile  country  is  open  and  graasy.,  with  scattering  trees,  which  give  it 
■very  much  the  appearance  of  the  inuskit  jnairies  in  western  Texas. 

So  far  iis  !  have  seen  and  heard  frani  native  ti'avelers,  tiiere  are  no  chains  of 
!nountains  of  considerable  length;  but  short  chains  and  patche,',  nf  moaniaiiioua 
lulls  are  common  in  some  ditslrkts,  and  we  frequently  meet  v/iih  isolated  iiills, 
some  of  which  are  immense  masses  of  gi-anite,  arising  abruptly  from  the  plain. 
The  elevation  of  the  land,  as  we  proceed  from  the  coast,  is  gradual,  so  as  to  be 
favorable  to  the  opening  of  roads,  and  yet  so  rapid  liiat  Captain  Clapperton 
fdw  frost  and  ice  in  the  [iausa  country  v/ithin  t^.!,-elv?  degrees  of  the  e(iuator. 
The  Puloli  (or  Fellaiah)  people,  who  inhabit  that  country,  iiave  told  me  of  ice, 
••■.vhich  they  call  galada  "Wheal  is  »  comiiion  crop  on  tlie  table  lands  of  Hausa 
and  Kanike  (or  Burnu.) 

'I'he  people  of  Sudan  are  of  two  classes,  called  Ik  that,  country  "  black  men" 
•an;l  "red  men."  The  latter  may  l>e  describe<!  as  woolly-headed  Indians. — 
They  are  nume-rous  on  both  sides  of  the  iS'iger,  aoiounting  per!iai)s  ni  all  to 
twenty  or  thuty  millions.  Some  of  them,  as  ih«  Pulolis,  are  Mohammedans, 
iiul  others,  mentioned  by  Cailie,  like  many  of  ihie  blacks  in  Sudan,  are  heathen. 
Central  A.frica  includes  numerous  kmgdums,  most  of  which  acknowledge  the 
auth'M-ity  of  the  Puluh  Emperor,  who  resides  at  Soketo.  These  countries  are 
generally  populous.  Some  of  their  numerous  tov.-nS  are  very  extensive,  but 
•we  can  scarcely  make  a  satisfactory  conjecture  as  to  the  number  of  inhabiiant". 

Abbeokuta,  about  sixty  miJes  from  the  sea,  in  the  little  kingdom  of  Egb>i, 
■Sias  been  measured.  It  is  nearly  tour  miles  in  length,  from  one  and  a  hail  i.» 
three  miles  in  breadth,  and  perhaps  twelve  miles  in  circuit.  Our  estimates  ol 
the  population  vary  from  sixty  thousani!  to  one  hundred  tho-usand.  tletween 
Abbeokuta  and  the  Niger,  that  is,  within  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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miles,  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  large  tiwns,  some  of  which  are  more  popu- 
lous than  Abbeokula.  The  greatest  of  these  in  reputation,  if  not  in  size,- is 
liorrin,  tiie  capital  of  a  little  Puloh  kingdom  of  the  same  name.  Here  are  many- 
red  or  light  colored  people,  and  thousands  of  men  who  can  read  and  write 
Arabic,  the  only  kind  of  writing  known  in  Sudan.  Large  towns  are  found  in 
Bcirba  (f  r  Borghoo,)  Nufe,  Jukobu,  Hausa  Kanike,  and  various  other  king- 
doms. But  according  to  the  people  of  Jlorrin,  the  largest  of  all  African  towns 
is  Ohwoh,  six  days'  journey  (say  one  hundred  miles)  beyond  the  Niger.  "VVe 
have  lot  yet  been  able  to  visit  this  town,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  business. 

Central  African  houses  are  built  in  iVIoorish  style,  large  and  low,  with  manj' 
rooms  opening  into  au  interior  court.  The  walls  are  made  of  clay,  which  baJces 
liard  in  the  sun,  and  tne  roofs  are  generally  thatched  with  grass.  A  sinjzle 
house  contains  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  persons.  In  some  respects  the 
Sudanese  are  considerably  advanced  from  mere  barbarism.  ^Vhcther  heathens 
or  Mohammedans,  they  are  clad  in  trowsers  and  tunica.  They  are  remarkably 
courteous  in  their  social  intercourse.  Their  women  do  not  labor  in  the  farms. 
Several  rude  arts  are  commonly  practiced,  as  the  smelling  of  iron,  and  in  some 
places  of  copper  and  lead;  the  manufacture  of  hoes,  axes,  adzes,  knives,  and 
swords;  the  spinning  of  cotton  and  silk,  (the  latter  a  new  article  worthy  of  our 
better  acquaintance,)  weaving  and  tailoring,  both  cf  which  are  regular  profes- 
sions; dying  blue,  yellow  and  red;  soap  making;  brewing  corn  and  millet; 
making  palm  and  grass  hats;  also  saddles,  bridles  and  sandals,  and  a  sort  of 
shoes  and  boots.  Three  towns  in  j>sufe  have  the  art  of  working  in  glass,  and 
they  produce  an  article  which  it  is  said  cannot  be  successfully  imitated  in 
Europe. 

But  the  great  buainesa  of  the  people  is  agriculture,  in  which  they  are  far 
more  skillful  and  industrious  than  we  have  supposed.  The  farms  of  some  large 
cities  extend  to  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles  from  the  town  walls.  The  prin- 
cipal crops  are  Indian  corn,  the  same  as  our  own,  and  the  tropical  yam.  But 
they  also  plant  cotton,  sugar  cane,  beans  and  peas,  sweet  potatoes,  cassava, 
ground  peas,  ginger,  red  pepper,  &c.,  and  the  country  is  admirably  adapted  to 
coffee  and  other  tropical  productions  of  great  value  to  the  civilized  world.  The 
domestic  animals  are  the  same  as  our  own;  a  fine  breed  of  cattle,  two  kinds  of 
sheep,  the  bearded  ram  being  peculiar  to  that  country,  goats,  hogs,  horses, 
asses,  &c.  Some  of  the  horses  brought  th  liorrin  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs, 
have  sold,  as  I  am  assured,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  but  the  price  of  a  pony 
varies  from  fifteen  to  thirty  dollars. 

The  Sudanese  are  not  an  indolent  people.  They  rise  early,  and  their  daily 
markets  are  stocked  svith  provisions,  animals  and  all  other  articles  known  in 
the  country.  Another  great  branch  of  industry  in  Sudan  is  traffic.  In  my  first 
journey  to  liorrin  I  traveled  with  a  caravan  of  traders,  which  could  not  have 
numbered  much  le.'ss  than  three  thousand  persons.  Large  caravans  are  con- 
stantly arriving  at  Ilorrin/rom  all  directions,  and  the  same  is  going  on  at  all 
the  other  great  centres  of  Central  African  trade.  Their  merchandise  consists 
of  innumerable  things  provided  in  the  country,  from  the  simple  water  gourd  to 
the  large  elephant's  tooth  which  it  requires  two  men  to  carry;  and  of  many 
articles  from  Europe  and  America,  from  the  tobacco  pipe  to  the  piece  of  red 
velvet  worth  sixty  dollars.  Some  of  tlie  principal  exports  from  Sudan,  if  the 
trade  were  opened,  would   be  gold,  ivory,  gums,  palm-oil,  vegetable  butter. 
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iiides,  cirinimoi),  and  indigo  of  unrivalled  quality.  Some  of  the  impoi-ts  would 
be  various  kinds  of  clotli,  blanket.-?,  fell  hats,  coral  beads  and  other  ornaments, 
tobacco,  which  is  used  by  every  i)0(ly,  male  and  female,  guns  and  gunpowder. 
All  the  iviillions  of  Central  Afiica  desire  to  buy  something,  and  all  by  one 
means  or  another  could  pay  for  it.  At  present  the  jirincipal  foreign  trade  of  the 
countries  beyond  the  Niger  is  carried  on  across  the  great  desert  by  means  of 
camels — (see  .VJcColloh's  Commercial  Dictionary,  and  other  similar  authorities.; 
Moorish  and  Arabian  merchants  penetra'e  to  every  part  of  the  country  and 
sometimes  remain  for  years,  till  they  have  grown  wealthy.  I  saw  persons  of 
tliis  class  at  Ilorrin,  who  professed  to  have  been  at  Constantinople  and  Alex- 
andria. One  of  them  told  me  he  liad  seen  the  flag  of  my  country  on  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

The  [>eo)ile  of  western  Sudan  trade  iirincifuilly  to  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Being 
afraid  to  risk  themselves  among  the  savages  along  ilie  coasi,  they  meet  them  at 
such  intermediate  p'dnts  a.s  Kumasi  and  Gonga,  and  exchange  the  productions 
of  Sudan  for  me  manuf.icture.s  of  civilized  nations.  As  the  barbarians  of  Guinea 
derive  great  profit  from  the  trade,  the;,'  are  anxious  to  preserve  it,  not  only  by 
keej'iing  the  Sudanese  away  from  the  coast,  but  by  preventing  white  men  from 
entering  Sudan.  When  I  attempted  to  reach  the  interior  from  Liberia  in  1850, 
1  met  with  much  trouble  from  this  jealousy,  and  was  finally  compelled  to  return 
after  penetrating  the  country  to  a  distance  of  ninety  miles.  Th.is  double  fraud 
upon  commerce  injures  both  the  Central  African  and  the  white  man,  while  it  is 
really  no  advantage  to  the  Guinati  man,  whose  debauchery  and  barbarism  in- 
crease with  the  increare  of  his  wealth. 

We  may  hope  that  before  many  years  the  commerce  of  Central  Africa  will 
be  diverted  fr(Hn  the  paths  of  the  desert  and  the  forests  of  Guinea  to  its  ap- 
parently natural  outlet,  the  Niger.  If  this,  or  something  analogous,  cannot  be 
done,  one  of  the  fiinest  countries  within  the  tropics  must  still  remain  cut  off 
from  the  civilized   world  without  a  development  of  its  great  natural  resources. 

It  IS  still  a  |irol)lem,  however,  whether  the  Niger  can  be  made  aviilable  for 
this  jiurpose.  Ir'eriiaiis  it.s  navigation  may  be  rendered  impossible  by  rapids; 
or  the  climate  may  be  fi t.il  to  wliite  men;  or  the  people  might  rob  and  murder 
our  traders;  or  the  iiroductinns  of  the  country  may  not  be  worth  the  cost  of 
getting  at  them.  All  these  are  questions  which  nothing  but  facts  can  decide. 
Seven  years  ago  the  prospect  of  establishing  Christian  IMissions  in  Central 
Africa  was  pronounced  chimerical;  nearly  four  years  was  consumed  in  explo- 
ration. Our  line  of  stations,  commenced  three  years  ago,  nov/  extends  to  the 
furthest  border  of  Yoruba,  the  first  division  of  Sudan.  I'he  problem  has  been 
solved,  and  our  ho[ies  more  than  realized. 

One  of  the  steamers  in  Laird  and  Oldfields'  expedition,  ascended  the  Niger  to 
Rabba  in  Nufe.  \Vith  them  exploration  was  a  secondary  object,  and  they  made 
no  attempt  to  proceed  farther.  If  their  design  had  been  to  explore  the  river  to 
the  head  of  navigation,  they  might  perhaps  have  moored  their  boat  at  Sego  or 
Kaba,  2,000  miles  from  the  sea,  and  have  returned  in  triumph;  but  now  their 
expedition  stands  recorded  as  a  paralyzing  failure. 

The  only  place  at  which  we  have  rea|on  to  fear  obstruction,  is  near  Bu.sa. 
Unfortunately  the  Landers  made  but  few  careful  observations;  but  we  learn 
from  them  that  the  river  here  is  not  so  rapid,  but  that  the  natives  are  in  the 
constant  habit  of  paddling  up  it  in  their  canoes.     Lander  himself  went  in  a 
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canoe  from  Bii.-a  to  Ynnii,nn(l  desc-encied  ilieiice  to  the  sea.  According:  to 
Caiile  the  JN'Jger  nliove  Tim'uiclu  is  siill  several  ln'iidred  yurds  iii  width,  antl 
aflTords  ^ood  imvii^atioii.  Park  descended  from  above  Tirnbiictu,  in  a  vessel 
wliich  lie  called  a  schooner,  and  lost  his  life  at  Busa,  through  tiie  mistake  of 
firinj;  on  the  people,  wlio  are  now  known  to  be  a  harniless,  well  dispo.-ed  race. 

It  is  very  probable  that  a  light  draught  steamer  c<n.\ld  ascend  the  Kijjer  lo 
Sesro,  more  than  l.fjOl)  miles  from  the  sea,  at  almost  any  season. 

The  delta  of  the  Niger  is  ve-y  sickly,  but  a  steanver  can  soon  pass  through 
the  swamps  to  an  open  and  rocky  country,  similar  lo  tliat  which  we  now  occiqiy 
in  Yoruba.  Laird  and  Oldfield,  intent  on  buying  ivory,  remaiiied  far  too  long 
in  the  low  country,  and  the  mortality  of  their  men  is  jilainly  attributable  to 
other  causes  besides  malaria.  The  Chadda  expedition,  in  1854,  returned  to 
the  coast  without  tlie  loss  of  a  single  man  by  disease  or  acciilent. 

There  might  be  some  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  Moors  at  Timbuciu,  but  r» 
very  litde  powder  and  ball  would  probably  bring  them  to  terms.  At  the  wurst 
there  couki  be  no  real  danger  to  the  steainer;  and  judging  from  the  spirit  of  the 
Moors  whom  I  have  seen  in  Africa,  those  of  Timbuciu  would  hail  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  v/ith  joy.  There  is  nothing  to  fear  from  the  blacks.  I-live 
among  them,  within  sixty  miles  of  the  Niger,  in  perfect  secuiiiy  of  life  and 
property.     We  could  reside  on  the  bank  of  the  river  in  equal  safety. 

Neither  Laird  and  Qidfield,  nor  the  late  Ghadda  Expedition,  were  able  lo 
make  money  by  the  adventure.  The  reason  of  the  failure  in  this  respect  is  very 
obvious.  The  centres  of  trade  where  the  valuable  commodities  of  the  country 
are  accumulated,  are  not  on  the  Nige-r,  but  at  various  distances  from  it,  in  the 
large  cities  which  are  sustained  by  the  caravan  traffic  across  the  desert  and  to 
the  western  coast.  The  navigatimi  of  the  Niger  would  create  new  centres  of 
iraHe,  which  would  call  the  productions  of  the  country  to  the  lianks  of  the 
.stream,  and  the  caravan  trade  to  Trif)oli  and  Guinea  v/oukl  be  broken  up. 
Every  year  would  add  to  the  civilization  of  the  country  and  to  the  development 
of  its  resources,  until  finally  the  tralUc  with  the  millions  of  people  in  Central 
Africa  would  be  worth  mihiona  of  dollars  per  annum. 

Truly  yours, 

T.    J.    BoWEN, 

lion.  E.  B.  Washburn. 


APPENDIX.  29 

::irli'S  lciil')il  Merci.'r. 


Hon.  Charles  Fentoa  Mercer. 

Tins  eminent  statesman  and  pliilantliiMi.ist  retiunec!,  some  months  ago,  from 
Eurnjie,  wlicre  he  Ims  visited  many  couiiti-ifM,  niid  duriiio;  three  years,  as  ills 
health  and  opportuiiities  (leimiiied,  ni-i;;ed  liie  vital  iniporiance,  ns  the  only 
effectual  and  permaneni  i-enedy  for  the  African  Slave  Trade,  of  ihe  denunciation 
of  this  traffic  as  jiiracii  lnj  the  law  nj  laliow!.  Several  very  valuable  jiuhlica- 
lioiis  were  made  by  Mr.  Merr.er  on  this  subject  while  abroad;  and  of  great 
interest  and  force  among  llieni,  is  ili  j  fullowiiig  able  and  eloquent  letter  to 
Lord  Clarendon. 

AFP.ICAX  sr.  \VF,  TI'.AnB. 

^1  ro))y  of  certain  Resolaliom  of  the  .L.fc/cif.'i  Colonlzat'inii  Sociehj,  adopted  at 
SFjHtrute  fifineial  iieelin;j;s  \htrtol\  in  16:27  nnd  1S55. 

Wi!i-;ri;as-,  to  ;lie  aflliclion  of  the  Cmistian  worhl,  the  iVlVican  slave  trade, 
■notwiili.-i.uidin:,'  all  the  eliorls  to  sup|ire.-i«  it,  stdl  exists,  anJ  is  conducted  with 
enlianri'd  [irufit  and  ag<;-i-avated  crueiiy,  by  the  resources  of  one  continent,  to 
the  dislionor  of  amiiher,  and  to  an  extent  little  shoi-t  of  the  desolation  of  a 
third  ;  and  it  has  become  appaient  lluit  this  immoral  traffic,  long  since  pro- 
hibited by  all  Christian  nations,  will  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  there  remains 
a  flag  to  cover  it  from  detection,  a  market  for  its  victims,  and  the  African  coast 
lies  open  to  its  incut sions. 

And  whereas  its  utter  abolition  is  ts;ential  to  the  security  of  all  African  la- 
bor, and  its  abolition,  as  a  safey:uaid  of  African  colonization,  was  avowed  to 
be  one  of  the  ol)jects  of  the  American  Si)ciety  for  colonizing,  willi  their  own 
consent,  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  (Jniieil  States,  in  Africa  ;  and  it  has  at 
all  times,  since  the  organization  of  the  Society,  been  steadily  jiromoted  by  the 
members  and  friends  thereof,  in  the  legislative  couiicils  of  the  Union,  both 
State  and  federal. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  present  memo- 
rials to  the  sovereign  authority  of  every  maritime  power  of  Eurojie  and  Amer- 
ica, earnestly  to  solicit  the  denunciutio.i  of  tlie  African  slave  trade  as  piracy 
tinder  the  law  of  nations. 

General  iVIercer,  Geneitil  Jones,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Luirie,  were  ap[)oiiited  a 
Committee  to  carry  into  efl'ecl  the  fn-egoiiig  llesokiiion. 

On  the  SOth  day  of  January,  185,"),  the  fjllowiiig  UBsnliuion  v.^is  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  at  the  last  aiiuMal  meeting  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

"Whereas  the  Board  of  Directors  have  learned  that  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, one  of  the  earliest,  most  constant,  ;ind  able  friemis,  and  a  Vice  President 
of  this  Society,  is  now  visiting  at  liis  own  ex|)ense,  and  from  the  r.oblesi  im- 
pulses of  humanity,  the  governments  of  Europe,  witli  the  view  of  uniting  their 
councils  and  sentiments,  in  such  policy  as  shall  result  in  the  prohibition  of  the 
slave  trade  as  [liracy  liy  the  law  of  nations  ;  Resolved,  That  the  Board  express 
their  hi::h  sense  of  the  past  and  [iresent  eminent  services  of  tlie  Hon.  C.  F. 
Mercer,  in  the  cause  of  this  Society,  his  country,  and  humanity,  and  their 
earnest  linpe  that  the  ellurts  in  which  lie  i.s  engaged  may  be  crov/iied  with  suc- 
cess. " 
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40  St.  James's  SraEET,  Lokdox, 

^"litgiist  ]3//i,  1855. 
To  his  Excellency  tlie  Rig-lit  [lonorable   Earl  of  Clarekdov,  Secretary  of 
Foreign  ^^Jj'aiis : — 

My  Lord: — Allow  me  to  liope,  tiiat  the  accompanying:  resolutions  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  the  [)urpose  which  prompted  their  adop- 
tion, will  plead  my  apology  For  withdrawing,  for  a  few  moments,  your  Lord- 
ship's attention  from  more  urgent  cares. 

For  I  cannot  suppose,  that  your  Lordship  will  regard,  with  indifference^  the 
efforts  of  Great  Britain  and  I  lie  United  States,  to  abolish  the  African  slave 
trade,  or  refuse  to  consider  the  only  mode,  in  which,  experience  demonstrates 
the  pra';tical)ility  of  doing  so  ;  at  the  same  time,  that  it  discloses  the  futility  of 
the  measures,  liitiierto  devised  lor  that  end. 

The  rejeciiori,  by  France,  of  the  Quintuple  treaty  negotiated,  in  LondoD, 
fourteen  years  ago,  leaves  tlie  British  remedy  for  tliat  atrocious  crime,  where 
U  stood,  anterior  to  tluit  negotiation  ;  with  the  single  qualilication,  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington,  by  v.hich,  Great  Britain  and  America  provided  a  stipu- 
lated force,  to  guard  against  the  removal  of  slaves  from  the  Western  coast  of 
Africa. 

Tiiat  treaty  could  not  contemplute  a  similar  action,  to  the  north  of  that  con- 
tinent, nor  was  it  intended  to  operate  along  the  more  extensive  Eastern  shores 
Tisiled  by  the  slave  trade.  Yet,  I  need  no-t  apprize  your  Lordsliip,  that  the 
slave  trade  is,  still,  carried  on  as  well,  to  the  iVIediterranean,  through  Moroc- 
co, Tripoli,  Nubia,  Abyssinia  and  Egypt,  as  along  the  Mozambique  channel, 
opposite  to  Madagascar,  and  to  the  north  and  south  of  that  Island  ;  such  are 
the  recently  augmented  profits,  as  to  more  than  balance  the  additional  cost  of 
a  prolonged  transportation,  to  the  markets  of  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  Brazil,  as 
well  as  to  the  European  and  Asiatic  dominions  ol  Turkey. 

It  is,  equally  well  known,  to  your  Lord.s hip,  that  the  Governments  of  our 
res(  ective  countries,  differ  in  their  construction  of  that  law  of  naliuns,  which 
secures  immunity  to  the  llag  of  every  country  from  the  right  o^  search,  or  vhil, 
in  time  of  peace.  So  it  is  regarded,  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
which  perceives  ro  distinction,  and  finds  none  laid  down,  either  by  the  British 
courts  of  admiralty,  or  other  exponen.ts  of  international  law,  or  usaiie,  be- 
tween the  rights  of  visit,  and  of  searcU.  The  Americcin  Governmc-nt  considers 
eitner  right,  if  there  be  such  a  distinction,  as  appertaining  solely,  to  a  state  of 
war,  and  denies  to  the  Britisii  squadron,  on  the  African  coast,  the  power  to 
arrest  an  American  slave  ship,  bearing  tiie  American  flag. 

The  correspondence  of  the  two  governments,  on  this  very  delicate  ques- 
tion, manifests  a  difference  of  construction,  in  relation  to  the  right  of  visit, 
which  lias  led  to  controversies  of  a  serious  and  irritating  nature  ;  that,  under 
less  favorable  circumstances  of  forbearance,  on  both  sides,  might  tend  to  con- 
sequences, fatal  to  the  peace,  which  now,  so  happily  unites  two  countries  mu- 
tually and  greatly  dependent  on  each  other. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  this  dilTerence  of  opinion,  as  regards  the 
treaty  ot  Washington,  has  been  greatly  to  impair  its  value,  as  a  restraint  upon 
the  slave  trade  ;  and  to  deny  to  Africa,  the  protection,  the  treaty  was  designed 
to  afford  lier.  The  public  attention,  in  America,  has  been  recently  invited, 
by  the  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  New  York,  to  the  revival  of  the  slave 
trade,   by   repeated  adventures,  set  on   foot,   in   the  chief  city  of  that  State. 


APPENDIX.  4  J 


Hon.  Charles  Fentoii  Mercer. 


The  ingenuity  of  the  adventurers  has  been  found  to  baffle  the  justice  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  render  important,  its  severe  enactments  asjainst  the  vio- 
h^tors  of  the  law.  In  like  manner,  the  impunity  of  the  slave  trader,  and  the 
enhancement  of  his  profits,  by  the  great  augmentation  of  the  value  of  his  vic- 
tims, more  than  trebled,  in  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  have  combined,  in 
various  modes,  to  render  nugatory  the  existing  system  for  the  abolition  of  this 
abhorrent  traffic,  proposed  by  Great  Britain  and  rejected  by  almost  all  the 
neighboring  continent. 

It  is  a  system  which  in  allowing  the  violators  of  its  provisions,  to  choose  the 
tribunal  by  which  they  may  be  tried,  as  remote  from  the  evidence  of  tlieir 
guilt  as  they  might  please  to  select,  assures  to  them  absolute  impunity,  but  at 
the  inconvenient  cost  of  removing  them  and  the  witnesses  to  prove  tlieir  guilt, 
when  practicable,  far  from  the  court  that  condemned  their  vessels. 

The  fact  is  moreover  notorious,  that  so  little  value  is  set  on  the  vessels  en- 
gaged in  this  trade,  that  the  condemnation  and  forfeiture  of  half  a  dozen  of 
them  is  repaid  by  the  successful  voyage  of  one:  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
the  crew  to  destroy,  on  the  Cuban  coast,  their  piratical  vessel,  as  soon  as  its 
cargo  has  been  landed. 

The  simplicity  of  the  American  proposition  for  abolishing  this  rrime  is  there- 
fore recommended  by  its  comprehending  the  punishment  of  the  criminal  as 
well  as  the  condemnation  of  his  vessel,  and  that  it  eflects  both,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  any  court  of  competent  authority,  to  punish  piracy  on  the 
liigh  seas. 

Nor  can  it  be  regarded,  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  a  con- 
sideration wholly  without  weight,  that  to  make  the  slave  trade  piracy,  avoids 
an  ack.nowledgment  of  error  on  the  part  of  either  as  to  the  true  import  of  the 
terms  visit  and  search  in  time  of  profound  peace. 

For  all  questions,  as  to  the  dilTerent  import  of  these  disputed  terms,  will, 
thenceforth  cease.  The  new  piracy  can  be  put  down,  as  the  old  has  been, 
which  is  now  scarcely  ever  heard  of. 

I'^very  lawful  cruiser,  can  stop,  search,  detain  and  transport;  and  every 
government  try  and  punish  him.  In  a  few  years,  such  piracy,  will  be  un- 
known ;  but,  in  the  records  of  its  past  existence  Among  the  many  argu- 
ments, in  favor  of  the  substitution  of  this,  the  American  remedy  f"r  the  Af- 
rican slave  trade,  there  is  one  that  should  not  be  omitted.  It  is,  that  the 
growth  of  Sierra  Leone,  a  city  of  sixteen  thousand  inhabitants  ;  and  the  yet 
more  remarkable  example  furnished  by  the  unprecedented  rise,  progress,  and 
present  prosperity  of  the  independent  republic  of  Liberia,  under  whose  mild 
government,  300,000  people  find  security  and  happiness,  manifest  the  t^icility, 
with  which  a  lawful,  and  lucrative  commerce,  in  the  fruits  of  African  labor, 
may  be  made  to  supplant  the  inhuman  traffic,  now  universally  forbidden,  in 
the  persons  of  the  laborers  themselves. 

With  this  view,  I  had  the  honor,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  of  introducing 
into  tiie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  an  amendment  of  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  make  the  African  slave  trade  piracy,  by  statutes;  and, 
shortly  after,  of  submicting  to  the  same  House,  a  resolution,  requesting  President 
Monroe  to  institute  negotiations,  among  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  and 
America  to  incorporate  in  the  law  of  nations,  a  denunciation  of  that  iniquitous 
traffic,  as  piracy,  by  their  concurrent  assent,  so  as  to  render  such  an  interdict 
of  that  crime,  part  of  that  law,  and  capable  of  being  enforced  by  every  criminal 
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court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  There  were,  in  a  House  of  14G  members, 
but  nine  votes  against  this  resolution.  In  1831,  I  successfully  repeated  this 
motion  without  hearing  a  dissentient  voice. 

America,  so  often  reproached  with  slavery,  tliat  she  owes  to  Europe,  has 
never  revuked  her  denunciation  of  this  trade  as  piracy,  and  lier  unanimous 
resolution  tlius  utterly  to  abolish  it,  in  the  only  practicable  mode. 

In  IS-*4,  tiie  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  shortly  after,  the  then  con- 
federated States,  comprisin!^  the  republic  of  Columbia,  acceded  to  this  proposal 
of  the  United  Stales.  There,  unfortunately  for  Africa,  it  has  been  permitted 
to  rest. 

Is  not  tlie  present  period,  favorable  to  its  renewal,  and  to  its  complete  suc- 
cess? Two  years  have  elapsed,  since  I  landed  on  this  continent,  a  fuurili  time, 
in  half  a  century  past. 

I  have  traversed  Europe,  from  Naples,  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  from  Pt. 
Petersburg  returned  by  Revel  to  France,  which  I  left,  in  November  last.  I 
heard,  nowhere,  a  voice  rtiised  against  ilie  American  proposition,  to  make  the 
slave  tradejjiracy, although  afactunknown  m  America  for  some  time  after  C  >unt 
JNesselrode  had  suggested  the  idea  in  presence  of  his  sovereign,  at  the  confer- 
ences held  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  tlie  protocols  of  which  in  1818,  were  transmitted 
to  Lord  Batliurst  by  Lord  Castlereah,  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Great  Britain  at  these  conferences,  and  published  by  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Conunons  in  1819.  Neither  the  Russian  iVIinlsier,  nor  his  sove- 
reign has  changed  his  opinion,  on  iliis  subject — as  the  Gluintuple  treaty  bore 
witness  in  1841. 

In  Italy,  1  availed  myself  of  tiie  opportunity  of  memorializing  his  Holiness, 
the  Pope,  on  the  subject,  who  favorably  received  the  memorial,  and  i;eturned 
to  France,  at  the  cio.se  of  November  last,  persuaded  that,  with  the  assent  of 
her  Emperor,  the  concuireuce  of  the  civilized  world  could  be  procured  to  the 
denunciation  as  piracy  of  a  traffic,  already  prohibited,  by  all  Europe,  with 
the  solitary  exception  of  Tin  key.  In  passing  through  Berne,  I  was  assured, 
through  the  American  resident  AJinisier,  by  the  representative  of  Sardinia,  that 
he  did  not  doubt  the  ready  acquiescence  of  his  government  ;  and  the  Quintuple 
treaty  has  recorded  that  of  Austria,  and  Prussia,  as  well  as  Russia,  though  its 
rejection  by  France,  has  destroyed  its  validity.  On  the  present  war  in  which 
for  the  first  time,  in  several  centuries,  England  is  united  with  France,  may  not 
reliance  be  had,  to  overcome  the  objections,  openly  avowed,  by  the  latter  in 
10l7;  to  any  exchange  of  the  right  of  search.  None  of  these  objections,  though 
repeated  in  18:^4,  by  Count  Chateaubriand  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  apply  to  the  present 
relations  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  if  indeed,  the  American  proposition, 
were  identical,  with  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  France  has  twice  rejected. 
The  war  is  avowedly  waged,  for  the  protection  of  the  Turkish  Empire  :  and 
the  Sultan  of  Constantinojile,  having  already  prohibited,  to  his  subjects, 
the  trade  in  Circassian  slaves,  by  w^hich  they  have  hitherto  filled  their  harems, 
cannot  x-efuse  (o  Great  Britain  and  France,  contending  for  the  preservation  of 
his  Empire,  the  abolition  of  a  traffic,  which  tears  her  children,  from  the 
bosom  of  Africa,  to  drag  them,  over  the  burning  sands  of  the  desert  of  Za- 
harah,  in  a  mournful  journey  of  more  than  seventy  days,  to  the  Egyptian 
markets  of  Cairo  and  Alexandria. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that  this  is  not  a  time  to  concert,  and  execute,  a  great 
measure;  it  being,  a  period  of  war.     War,  where  ?     Waged  more  than  a  thou- 
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sand  miles,  iVora  the  be!Ii2;ereiit  ally  of  Turkey,  nearest  to  its  present  t'leatre, 
and  rarely  mentioned,  in  tlie  fashionable  circles  of  Parisian  society;  nor  to  be 
discerned,  amidst  the  multiplyino:  embellishments  of  the  capital,  and  the  con- 
tinued improvements,  of  tlie  most  flourishing  country  in  Europe. 

But  has  war  been,  at  any  period  of  the  world,  fatal  to  great  achievements  in 
art  f)r  science;  or  to  the  indulgence  of  noble  and  generous  conceptions?  How 
seldom,  in  the  history  of  republican,  or  of  imperial  Rome,  was  the  Temple  of 
Janns  closed  ? 

When  did  Greece  flourish  most?  Was  it  not  in  the  age  of  Pericles,  and 
amidst  the  various  rich  tropiiies  of  the  Peloponnesian  war?  It  would  seem  that 
some  atonement,  for  the  calamities  of  war.  is  made  in  the  generous  sympathies 
it  creates,  and  fosters,  and  tlie  noble  enterjirises,  to  which,  it  gives  birth. 

It  is  rumored,  iny  Lord,  that  you  are,  shortly,  to  accompany  your  sove'rei2;n 
to  Paris;  for  which,  I  shall  set  out  to-day,  having  left  that  city,  not  many  days 
since,  to  si>lic,it  the  aid  of  your  governmeni.  at  tliis  critical  period,  in  behalf  of 
an  alHicted  race. 

Would,  I  could  hope,  while  there,  to  hear  publicly  announced,  a  joint  decla- 
raiion,  by  France,  and  Great  Bntain,  that  the  Afi-ican  slave  trade  is  piracy. 
What  pleasure  would  it  impart  to  the  Christiiin  world  ! — Not  alone,  to  the 
widely  extended  Society,  which  I  so  unv/orthily  and  feeldy  represent,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  very  near  seventy-three  years;  but  to  the  whole  chris,i;in 
people  of  the  thirty-one  United  States,  in  territory,  twice  exceeding  the  do- 
minions of  imperial  Rome;  and  in  [lopulation,  outnumbering  the  inhabitants  of 
the  British  European  isles;  and  all  A'rica,  through  its  vast  domain,  exceeding 
in  extent  Europe  twice  repeated.  When  history  shall  come,  hereafter,  to  re- 
coi-d  an  event,  so  glorious,  how  will  the  field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  on  which, 
Fi-ancis  tlie  First  .saluted  the  last  Hetu-y  of  England,  pale  its  lustre,  before  the 
light  shed  upon  the'WDrld,  by  a  proclamation  of  peace,  freedom,  and  indepen- 
dc'ire,  to  a  persecuted  and  blood-stained  continent,  involving  the  fate  of  count- 
less millions  of  the  human  race. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say,  that,  s'.anding  on  the  verge  of  a  grave,  that 
will  shortly  swallow  up  the  last  of  my  name,  in  the  State  which  gave  me  birth, 
I  can  have  no  personal,  or  other  interest,  in  the  performance  of  the  duty,  cast 
upon  me,  very  long  ago,  by  the  most  distinguished  Society  in  America,  than 
faitlifully  to  perform  it, 

I  have  the  honor,  my  Lord,  to  subscribe,  myself,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  servant,  C.  F.  Mercer. 


Foreign  Office,  Sept.  18,  1855. 
Sir: 

I  arn  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendo.i  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  and  I  am  to  express  to  you  his  Lordship's  best  thanks 
for  that  very  able  and  interesting  communication. 

Lord  Clarendon  also  directs  me  to  slate,  that  he  entirely  concurs  in  your 
viev/s  as  to  the  importance  of  the  slave  trade  being  made  piracy  by  all  govern- 
ments; and  that  his  Lordship's  best  exerdons  will  not  be  wanting  to  secure 
that  desirable  object. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  Hammond. 
General  Mercer. 
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The  Ship  M.  C.  Stevens. 

We  copied  into  the  last  number  of  our  Journal  mucFi  of  interest  respecting 
this  new  vessel.  We  now  bejj  to  ccvil  liie  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  more 
nii'uile  account  of  her  dimensions,  style  of  consiruction  and  finisli.  We  also 
add  a  wood  cut  representing  her  as  under  sail,  and  another  giving  a  plan  of 
the  main  deck  and  cabin  as  viewed  from  above. 

Her  dimensions  in  carpenter's  measurement  are — length  142  feet,  extreme 
breadth  3:2  feet  ]0  inches,  depth  of  hold  19  feet — her  keel  is  in  two  depths 
of  Id  inches  each,  the  frame  is  moulded  14  inches  at  the  keel  and  65  inches 
at  tiie  head,  sided  9  and  10  inches,  with  cedar  and  locust  top  timbers,  she  has 
a  main  keelson  a>id  rider  keelson,  each  being  15  by  15  with  the  addition  of  a  4 
incli  capping,  making  the  entire  depth  from  the  top  of  the  rider  to  the  bottom 
of  tlie  keel  6  feet  and  4  inches  of  solid  work — there  is  also  a  sisier  keelson  on 
eachsitle  of  the  main  one,  which  are  each  13  inches  square  and  Ijolted  to  floors, 
futtocks  and  through  the  main  keelsons — she  has  11  bilge  keelsons  commencing 
at  the  floor  heads  and  extending  to  the  lower  deck  clamps,  of  which  there 
are  3,  measuring  8,  9  and.  10  by  14  inches — her  lower  deck  beams  are  each 
mnukied  16  inches,  and  well  secured  by  4  horizontal  and  2  vertical  knees — 
her  between  deck  waterways  are  15  by  15  inches  thick,  and  the  streaks 
along  side  are  9  by  14  inches,  both  being  dovetailed  over  the  beams  and  car- 
lings — her  upper  deck  clamjis  are  6  inches  and  extend  down  to  the  streak 
above  the  waterways — her  upper  deck  beams  are  moulded  12  inches  and 
secured  at  the  lower  ones  by  4  horizontal  and  2  vertical  knees  — her  upper 
deck  waterways  are  13  by  16  inches — the  plank  sheer  is  5|  inches— the  bends 
are  5  inches,  diminishing  down  to  3h  inches  which  is  tlie  thickness  of  the 
bottom  plank — her  frame,  ceiling  on  the  floor,  outside  plank  from  lower  bilge 
streak  u[i,  keelson,  sister  and  rider  keelsons,  hooks  and  pointers  are  all  of  white 
oak — the  thick  work  inside,  ceding  and  clamps  and  U2:)per  deck  beams  are  of 
yellow  pine — she  is  square  fastened  througiiout. 

Tiie  capacity  of  her  lower  hold  is  estimated  to  be  about  2500  bbls.  besides 
the  space  now  occupied  by  her  water  tanks,  the  generous  gift  of  iVlr.  Bnine, 
which  are  ascertained  to  hold  8,000  gaPons.  They  are  in  the  after  part  of  the 
hold  and  form  a  complete  bulkhead  between  it  and  the  after-run.  The  height 
of  her  steerage  is  7/r  feet  from  de(;k  to  deck.  It  has  19  lengths  and  2 
heisrhts  of  berths  upon  each  side,  each  bertli  being  4  feet  wide,  siie  has  also 
4  aihwartsliip  berths  aft,  ainidsliips  aft  3  lengths  and  2  heights  of  double 
lengthwise  berths,  in  all  12  berths  ;  just  forward  of  the  main  iiat.  h  there  are 
amidships  2  lengths  and  2  heights  of  double  berths — in  all  8  berths,  making 
a  total  of  100  berths  each  4  feet  in  width.  The  steerage  is  provided  with 
Enie-son"s  injecting  and  ejeciin?  ventilators.  There  are  3  large  hatchways 
affording  entrance  to  it  ;  two  of  which  are  intended  for  constant  use  and  well 
housed  for  the  purpose.  That  portion  of  the  steerage  which  extends  under 
the  cabin  is  lighted  by  10  deck  lights  of  2  feet  in  length,  which  are  fitted  into 
the  upper  cabin  floor.     The  entire  steerage  is  neatly  painted  and  varnished. 

By  reference  to  the  plan  of  the  deck  and  cabin  it  will  be  seen  that  the  latter 
is  built  in  full  po'>p.  It  is  42  feet  long,  has  8  state  rooms  for  passengers,  e.^.ch 
6  feet  square,  and  containing  two  berths,  W2ishstand  and  other  fixtures.  The 
saloon  cabin  is  furnished  witii  a  large  bath  room  and  on  each  side  a  water  closet; 
by  the  stairs  leading  to  the  poop  deck  is  a  small  room  for  the  steward.  The 
two  state  room.s  forward  of  the  saloon  cabin  are  for  the  captain  and  officers. 
The  pantry  is  also  forward  of  the  saloon  and  occupies  a  central  space  of  8  by  9 
feet.  The  entrance  to  the  saloon  cabin  from  ihe  main  deck  is  by  an  aisle  on 
each  side  of  the  pantry;  just  within  the  entrance  is  a  handsome  gothic  library 
and  medicine  case,  (pre.sented  by  Thos.  Wilson,  Esq.)  The  mizen  mast  is  en- 
circled by  a  spring  sofa  covered  with  haircloth.  The  table  is  of  walnut,  18 
feet  long,  and  a  permanent  fixture,  it  has  sofas  on  each  side,  also  permanent, 
with  movable  backs.  The  transom  sofa  is  handsomely  carved  and  the  seat 
covered  with  hair  cloth.  The  s'ate  rooms  are  ventilated  by  patent  side  lighis 
and  venitian  blinds  and  the  saloon  by  six  stern  windows  and  a  large  sky-light 
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openino;upon  the  poop.  Thepaintina:  is  in  imifation  of  oak.  with  an  appropriate 
amount  of  gilt  work.  The  galley  is  furnished  with  one  of  Taber  &  Go's  No.  0 
cooking  stoves,  and  a  plain  range  into  which  is  set  two  copper  boilers,  each  of 
(;0  gallons  capacity,  it  has  also  a  patent  galvanized  iron  baker  sufficiently  large 
to  hake  at  one  time  60  pounds  of  breadstnffs. 

Her  standing  rigging  is  all  of  unmixed  Russia,  she  has  a  patent  windlass  and 
one  of  Paley's  double  acting  chain  lifters.  Her  chains  were  imported  and  are 
corporation  tested,  are  90  fathoms  each  and  of  If  and  1|  inches;  her  two  bower 
anchors  weigh  5,02G  lbs.;  her  stream  anchor  835  lbs.  and  her  kedge  3.51  lbs.; 
she  has  24  to  28  oz.  American  copper.  All  needless  ornament  on  deck  and 
elsewhere  has  been  dispensed  with,  but  on  her  head  is  carved  a  cornucopia 
with  fruit  and  vines  exterjding  from  it,  and  upon  her  stern  is  handsomely  carved 
the  seal  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  representing  land  partially  illu- 
minated by  the  distant  rising  sun — a  ship  in  the  foreground  and  a  dove  bearing 
a  scroll  with  the  word  "  Liberia"  written  upon  it,  above  is  the  motto  "  Lux  in 
•Tenebris,"  and  below  "  American  Colonization  Society,  A.  D.  1816." 

Her  entire  cost,  including  tanks,  copper  and  all  her  permanent  fixtures  is 
forty-three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars.  May  God  preserve  her  for  a  noble 
work. — Md.  Col.  Journal. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  COLOXIZATION  SOCIETY.  . 

"  Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  '  The  American  Colonization  So- 
xiiety.' 

Art.  2.  The  object  to  which  its  aiteniion  is  to  be  exclusively  directed  is,  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizino:,  with  their  own  consent,  the  free 
people  of  color  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Con- 
gress siiall  deem  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Government  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt 
regulations  on  the  subject. 

Art.  3.  Every  citi7en  of  the  United  States  who  shall  have  paid  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Society  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  such  payment.  Any  citizen  who  shall  have  paid  the 
sum  of  thirty  dollars,  shall  be  a  member  for  life.  And  any  citizen  paying  the 
«um  of  one  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  a  Director  for  life.  Foreigners  may  be 
made  members  by  vote  of  the  Society  or  of  the  Directors. 

Art.  4.  The  Society  shall  meet  annually  at  Washington,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  January,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  they  shall  direct.  At 
the  annual  meeting,  a  President  and  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties  appropriate  to  those  offices. 

Art.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  the  Directors  for 
life  and  of  Delegates  from  the  several  State  Societies  and  societies  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the  United  States.  Each  of  such  societies 
sluill  be  entitled  to  one  Delegate  for  every  five  hundred  dollars  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Society  within  the  year  previous  to  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  appoint  one  or  more  Secretaries,  a 
Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  seven  persona;  all  of  whom  shall 
tx  (^Icio  be  members  of  the  Board,  having  a  right  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
and  to  take  part  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  but  they  shall  not  vote,  ex- 
cept as  provided  in  Article  7. 

Art.  7.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  in  Washington,  iinme- 
tliately  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  at  such  other  times  aiid 
places  as  it  shall  apjioint,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  at 
the  request  of  any  three  of  the  Auxiliary  State  Societies,  communicated  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary.  Seven  Directors  shall  form  a  quorum.  But,  if  at 
any  annual  meeiing,  or  meeting  regularly  called,  a  less  number  be  in  attendance, 
then  five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  with  such  Directors,  not  less 
than  four,  as  may  be  present,  shall  constitute  a  Board,  and  have  competent 
nutliority  to  transact  any  business  of  the  Society;  provided,  however,  that  the 
Board  thus  constituted  shall  carry  no  question  unless  the  vote  be  unanmious. 

Art.  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  according  to  its  own  appoint- 
ment, IT  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary.  This  Committee  shall  have  dis -retionary 
power  to  transact  the  business  of  the  Society,  subject  only  to  such  limitations 
as  are  found  in  its  charter,  in  this  Constitution,  and  in  the  votes  that  have  been 
passed,  or  may  hereafter  be  passed,  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  members  of  the  Committee  ex  officio,  with  the  right  to 
deliberate,  but  not  to  vote.  The  Committee  is  authorized  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  its  own  body;  to  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Treasurer  whenever  such  offices  are 
vacant;  and  to  appoint  and  direct  such  agents  as  may  be  iiecessary  for  the 
service  of  the  Society.  At  every  annual  meeting,  the  Committee  shall  report 
their  doings  to  the  Society,  and  to  tne  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  9.  This  Constitution  may  be  amended,  upon  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
by  any  of  the  Societies  re]iresented  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  ti-ansmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  and  published  in  the  officiiil  paper  of  the  Society,  three  months  be- 
fore the  annual  meeting;  provided  such  amendment  receive  the  sanction  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Board  at  ite  next  annual  meeting." 
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